Digitized  by 

the  Internet  Archive 

in  2015 

https://archive.org/details/baptistmissionar2811amer 


THE 


BAPTIST  MISSIONARY  MAGAZINE. 


VOL.  XXVm,  NOVEMBER,  1848. 


"THE  GLORIOUS  GOSPEL  OF  THE  BLESSED  GOD."-i.  Tim.  i  :ii. 

(Continued  from  p.  166.) 

It  gives  as  great  pleasure  to  be  allowed  in  continuation  to  present  to  our  readers  fur- 
ther extracts  fronn  Dr.  Eaton's  Missionary  Discourse.  Our  first  consists  of  a  portion 
intermediate  to  the  two  main  divisions  of  the  discourse,  and  may  be  entitled 

GENIUS   OF   THE  GOSPEL. 

The  "g-W  tidings''^  are  for  the  wlmle  race  of  man,  without  distinction  of  nation, 
birth,  character,  or  condition.  This  universality  of  design  and  application,  in  a 
system  of  religion,  is  a  peculiar  characteristic  of  the  gospel  of  Christ;  and  its 
introduction  in  our  world  constituted  an  entirely  new  era  in  the  history  of  our 
race.  All  previously  existing  systems  of  religion  were  either  suited  alone  to 
particular  nations,  climates  and  conditions,  or  were  so  restricted  by  special  en- 
actments as  to  prevent  their  universal  spread.  This  last  was  the  case  with  the 
only  true  religion  in  the  earth  before  gospel  times.  The  religion  of  the  ancient 
people  of  God  was  manifestly  not  designed  to  be  the  universal  religion  of  man. 
Although  it  held  forth  invitations  to  the  surrounding  heathen  to  cast  away  tl^eir 
dumb  idols  and  worship  and  serve  the  God  of  Israel,  the  only  living  and  true ;  yet 
the  divinely  fixed  locality  of  its  worship,  the  limitation  of  territory  assigned  to  its 
worshi[)pers,  its  rites  and  public  observances,  with  other  peculiarities,  clearly 
show  that  it  was  a  religion  for  a  particular  nation  and  not  for  the  whole  race. 
But  the  gospel  overlooking  all  the  accidents  which  vary  human  conditions,  dis- 
regarding national  and  climatic  peculiarities,  and  all  the  barriers  which  separate 
one  portion  of  the  race  from  another,  is  addressed  to  universal  man.  "I  bring 
you  glad  tidings  of  great  joy,"  says  the  angel,  "  which  shall  be  to  all  people." 

This  peculiarity  of  the  gospel  has  been  justly  regarded  as  among  the  strong- 
est internal  evidences  of  its  divine  origin.  The  originality  and  vastness  of  the 
conception,  the  wide-sweeping  scope  and  grandeur  of  the  design,  and  the  wis- 
dom and  benevolence  of  the  adaptation,  point  to  an  inf.nite,  not  a  finite  intelli- 
gence. The  intelligence  that  knows  how  to  separate  the  essential  and  the  im- 
mortal from  the  accidental  and  the  temporary,  in  the  complicated  nature  of 
man,  and  to  create  a  system  adapted  peculiarly  to  the  former,  is  not  human. 
This  of  itself  would  be  a  sufficient  evidence  to  our  mind,  that  the  gospel  was 
from  Heaven  and  not  of  men.  None  but  He  who  created  man  and  hence  knows 
what  is  in  man,  can  so  distinguish  between  the  common  and  universal  principles 
VOL.  xxvin.  52 


410  ''The  Glorious  Gospel  of  the  Blessed  God,"*  [Nov. 

of  his  nature,  and  the  countless  varying  and  transient  peculiarities  of  his  end- 
lessly diversified  condition,  as  to  put  forth  an  influence  suited  to  move  and  alike 
to  affect  the  entire  mass  of  humanity.  Such,  however,  is  the  influence  which 
the  gospel  of  Jesus  sends  forth.  Addressing  itself  to  the  essential  and  perma- 
nent principles  of  our  nature,  its  effect  is  alike  upon  the  king  and  upon  the 
beggar,  uj)on  the  philosopher  and  upon  the  savage,  upon  the  shivering  dweller 
beneath  the  Pole,  and  him  who  pants  beneath  an  equatorial  sun,  upon  the 
American  and  the  Chinaman.  Setting  entirely  aside  the  temporary  distinctions 
of  the  world,  it  applies  the  same  rule  and  the  same  mode  of  procedure  to  the 
whole  family  of  man.  With  whatever  prerogatives  son\e  may  be  clothed,  what- 
ever dignities  and  preeminence  have  been  assigned  to  some  over  others,  how- 
ever wide  the  difference  in  visible  condition,  however  highly  exalted  some,  and 
lowly  debased  others,  they  are  all  put  in  the  same  category  of  rebels  against  the 
Sovereign  of  the  universe,  and  condemned  to  eternal  woe.  They  are  all  con- 
templated as  alike  needing  that  gracious  pardon  which  the  gospel  offers  in  the 
name  of  Jesus,  and  all  without  respect  of  persons  are  cordially  invited  to  accept 
the  pardon  and  live  forever.  It  was  indeed  a  new  era  in  the  history  of  man, 
when  an  institution  was  introduced  into  the  world  whose  rules  of  judging  had 
no  reference  to  the  outward  appearance  or  temporal  relations  of  individuals ; 
but  recognizing  in  all  a  spiritual  and  immortal  nature^  primarily  regarded  this  in 
its  relations  to  its  great  Author  and  to  its  eternal  existence  beyond  this  visible 
scene : — which  extended  one  hand  to  the  throne  and  reached  down  the  other 
to  the  filthy  hovel,  and  brought  cbwn  the  lordly  occupant  of  the  one,  and  brought 
up  the  lowly  inhabitant  of  the  other,  and  placed  them  side  by  side,  and  judged 
them  by  the  same  rule,  and  started  them  together  upon  their  career  of  a  glorious 
immortality.  If  the  nature  of  the  gospel  adapts  it  to  the  world  of  human  beings, 
and  its  conception  indicates  its  divine  original,  its  spirit,  as  we  have  seen,  does 
so  no  less.  It  breathes  a  world-wide  philanthropy,  and  has  a  feeling  and  voice 
of  sympathy  for  human  woe,  let  it  come  from  what  quarter  it  may.  Disinter- 
ested and  impartial  benevolence, — boundless  and  all-encompassing  compassion, 
— lives  and  glows  in  every  feature  of  the  gospel.  Originating  as  a  system  of  re- 
ligion within  the  precincts  of  a  preparatory  and  restricted  dispensation,  it  burst 
over  and  swept  away  the  barriers  that  interpose  between  Jew  and  Gentile,  and 
poured  its  full  tide  of  living  waters  round  the  globe.  Its  compassion,  without 
overlooking  the  physical  miseries  of  man,  is  directed  mainly  to  the  alleviation 
of  the  agonies  and  woes  of  his  spirit,  and  eflfects  a  radical  cure  of  these  by 
completely  removing  their  cause.  Sin,  the  sole  and  universal  cause  of  human 
misery,  is  eradical-ed  from  the  soul  of  man  by  the  gospel  alone.  And  where  a 
soul  is  found  stung  by  this  monster  and  writhing  under  its  deadly  venom, 
thither  the  heavenly  compassion  of  the  gospel  would  move  and  apply  its  all- 
efficacious  remedy. 

Having  illustrated  the  nature  of  "the  glorious  gospel,"  the  author  proceeds  to 
inquire, 

Hoio  can  we  most  efficiently  promote  the  spread  of  the  gospel  in  the  earth  ? 

DIFFERENCE   OF   RESULTS  BETWEEN  PRIMITIVE  AND  MODERN  MISSIONS. 

As  we  resorted  to  the  history  and  character  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth  for  an 
answer  to  our  first  question,  what  can  be  more  proper  than  to  look  to  the 
history  of  his  apostles  and  first  disciples  for  an  answer  to  the  second?  Their 
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success  in  the  blessed  work  of  publishing  the  gospel  of  peace,  and  subduing 
men  to  the  obedience  of  the  faith,  was  wholly  inexplicable  to  their  own  at^e, 
and  has  been  a  marvel  to  all  succeeding  times.    We  sometimes  talk  of  obstacles 
to  the  spread  of  the  gospel  now,  but  had  we  iheir  obstacles  to  encounter,  with 
our  present  measure  of  faith  and  devotion,  we  should  probably  be  deterred 
from  making  a  single  movement.    Nevertheless,  with  all  odds  against  them, 
their  ever-onward  march  was  a  continuous  scene  of  triumph.    "  Blessed  be  the 
God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,"  says  the  apostle,  "who  always 
causeth  us  to  triumph  with  Christ  in  every  place."    Now  it  is  most  pertinent  to 
inquire, — Why  this  difference  of  results  between  primitive  and  present  times  ? 
What  power  of  motive,  what  elements  of  impression,  had  they  which  we  have 
not,  and  having  not,  may  be  excused  for  falling  so  far  below  their  measure  of 
success.''   This  subject  has  been  treated  v/ith  great  power  and  clearness  by 
some  of  the  ablest  minds  in  the  ministry,  but  it  is  by  no  means  exhausted ; — 
there  are  still  points  of  exceeding  interest  which  are  worthy  of  being  brought 
out  into  more  luminous  relief.    It  has  been  clearly  shown  that  there  is  no  good 
reason  why  we  should  not  return  to  the  primitive  style  of  feeling  and  acting. 
The  primitive  disciples  had  no  relations  and  responsibilities  which  we  have 
not, — no  motives  to  love  and  labor, — no  incentives  to  sacrifice,  self-denial,  zeal 
and  perseverance,  that  we  ought  not  to  feel  in  equal  measure.    We  were  re- 
deemed by  the  same  precious  blood.    We  serve  the  same  Master,  we  are  one 
with  them  in  Christ.    We  have  the  very  same  gospel,  the  same  supports  and 
consolations  in  life,  and  the  same  prospects  and  hopes  of  heaven.    And  we, 
too,  let  us  never  Ibrget,  have  the  same  solemn  charge  to  fulfil  and  a  like  work 
to  perform,  which  were  committed  to  them  ;  and,  blessed  be  God,  we  have  the 
same  promise  of  divine  aid  and  of  ultimate  and  glorious  triumph,  which  gave 
such  holy  energy  and  joyful  hope  to  them. 

CAUSE   OF   THE  DIFFERENCE. 

Why,  then,  the  difference  We  may  readily  see  a  proximate  cause  for  it  in 
the  humiliating  contrast  between  their  Christian  zeal  and  devotion  and  ours. 
Tfiey  were  all  missionaries  in  spirit,  in  purpose,  and  in  act,  and  went  every  where 
preaching  the  word,  not  counting  their  lives  dear  unto  them,  joyfully  yielding 
up  their  earthly  substance,  cheerfully  submitting  to  sacrifices  and  privations, 
boldly  encountering  dangers,  frmly  enduring  tortures,  and  calmly^  yea  trium- 
phantly  meeting  death  in  the  most  frightflil  shapes.  They  had  a  mission  to 
fulfil,  and  their  minds  and  hearts  were  engrossed  with  that.  The  messages  of 
mercy  with  which  they  were  charged  must  be  borne  to  those  for  whom  they 
were  intended,— a  perishing  world  must  hear  the  glad  news  of  a  Savior,  and  all 
men  besought  to  be  reconciled  to  God,  and  the  whole  earth  be  filled  with  his 
glory.  These  were  the  objects  which  filled  their  minds  and  inflamed  their 
hearts,  and  thus  going  forth,  grasping  the  promise  of  their  Divine  Master  with 
the  energy  of  an  invincible  faith,  the  results  must  have  been  widely  difl^erent 
from  any  thing  we  could  expect  from  our  worldly  and  undevotional  spirit  and 
our  feeble  and  pusillanimous  faith.  Doubtless  if  we  could  take  on  at  once  the 
character  of  primitive  saints,  and  feel  the  inspiring  energy  of  their  faith,  we  might 
witness  in  our  own  day  the  repetition  of  their  successes  and  triumphs.  When- 
ever we  shall  do  this,  Satan's  time  is  short,  and  the  utter  overthrow  of  his  em- 
pire hasteneih.  For,  in  truth,  our  visible  resources  and  advantages  for  the  con- 
version of  the  world  are  immeasurably  beyond  theirs.  We  have  not  indeed  the 
power  of  working  miracles,  and  we  do  not  need  it.    This  power  seemed  to  be 
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given  for  the  temporary  purpose  of  authenticating  the  claims  of  the  new  reli- 
gion, and  arresting  and  directing  attention  to  its  wonderful  truths,  and  did  not 
belong  to  the  agency  employed  in  Turning  men's  hearts  to  God.  The  gospel, 
— the  GOSPEL  was  the  power  of  God  unto  salvation," — it  was  the  foolishness  of 
preaching  this,  which  God  had  appointed  to  save  them  who  believe.  This  same 
gospel,  we  repeat,  we  have  in  all  its  original  fulness  and  power,  and  far  beyond 
comparison  we  have  the  advantage  of  them  in  numbers,  iii  wealth,  in  condition, 
in  means  of  access  and  influence,  and  in  every  human  instrumentality  which 
can  be  made  available  in  publishing  the  gospel  of  the  grace  of  God  throughout 
the  earth.  We  are  in  advance  of  them  in  every  thing  save  in  faith  and  love; 
but  wanting  these,  we  fall  out  of  sight  behind  them  in  their  impression  and  in- 
fluence upon  an  ungodly  world. 

THE   THING  NEEDED. 

The  main  thing  needed,  then,  to  prepare  us  for  efficient  service  in  the  work 
before  us,  is  the  restoration  to  our  souls  of  primitive  faith  and  love.  But  how 
can  this  be  effected  ?  There  is,  of  course,  a  summary  answer  to  this  question, 
the  truth  and  vital  iniportance  of  which  must  always  be  taken  lor  granted.  The 
Spirit  of  God  must  do  tlie  work, — and  for  His  influences  we  must  unceasingly 
pray.  The  feeling  of  our  dependence  upon  the  Holy  Spirit  cannot  be  too  deep 
and  all-pervading.  We  must  not  forget,  however,  that  the  Spirit  does  not  be- 
stow his  influences  at  random.  He  has  a  plan,  and  works  by  means.  The 
whole  gospel  dispensation  is  a  wondrous  system  of  means  applied  by  the  Eter- 
nal Spirit  in  condescending  conjunction  with  the  spirits  of  men  sanctified  and 
directed  by  Him.  It  is  relevant  and  reverential,  then,  to  inquire  what  means 
are  adapted  to  restore  to  us  those  moral  energies  of  the  primitive  disciples 
which  made  them  the  conquerors  of  the  world  in  spite  of  the  wrathful  oppo- 
sition of  all  the  powers  of  earth  and  hell. 

ELEMENTS   OF  PRIMITIVE  FAITH. 

A  thorough  inquiry  into  tiie  peculiar  elements  of  the  primitive  faith,  we  think 
would  be  a  valuable  and  well-timed  contribution  to  our  missionary  literature. 
We  can  attempt  nothing  of  the  kind  within  the  limits  to  which  we  must  be  con- 
fined in  the  present  discourse.  There  is  one  particular,  however,  to  which  we 
desire  to  invite  attention,  as  giving  a  peculiar  character  and  type  to  their  faith, 
and  which  it  is  to  be  feared  is  greatly  wanting  or  is  but  a  weak  element  in  ours. 
The  special  objects  of  their  faith  were  facts.  Some  had  5eenand  believed;  others 
had  heard  and  believed ;  but  the  faith  of  all  rested,  not  on  ideas  or  on  opinions,  or 
on  truths  merely  whether  sj)eculative  or  inductive,  but  upon  actual  occurrences. 
They  firmly  believed  all  that  they  had  seen  and  heard  reported  of  Jesus,  the 
Christ.    It  was  all  to  them  a  substantive  reality — a  fact. 

THE  EFFECT  OF   THE   BELIEF   OF  A  FACT. 

We  may  easily  conceive  what  liveliness  and  vigor  this  must  have  imparted 
to  their  faith.  The  simple  belief  which  apprehends  a  fact,  is  not  likely  to  be 
wavering  or  imbecile.  It  produces  a  peculiar  impression  upon  the  mind  which 
nothing  else  can.  It  brings  home  to  the  very  centre  of  the  inner  conscious- 
ness a  sense  of  actuality.  A  fact  is  something  fxed.  You  cannot  remove  or  an- 
nihilate it,  any  more  than  you  can  the  everlasting  hills ;  and  the  belief  in  its  ex- 
istence, if  it  have  any  personal  interest  to  us,  must  be  ever  attended  with  a  mov- 
ing power.    A  man  who  does  not  act  in  view  of  facts  which  he  truly  believes 
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and  which  deeply  interest  him,  is  insane.    It  is  not  so  with  notions  and  dogmas 
received  from  others.    The  reception  may  be  with  entire  quiescence.  And 
though  they  may  give  complexion  to  our  specuktions  and  ultimately  alfect  our 
characters,  yet  they  may  long  remain  in  the  mind  without  producing  any  effect 
whatever.    The  effect  of  the  sitnple  faith  of  the  primitive  Christians  was  to 
bring  them  completely  under  the  direct  influence  of  the  facts  of  the  gospel ;  and 
the  gracious  Being  embodying  these  I'acts  in  his  own  person,  became  the  centre 
of  attraction  to  all  the  j)Ovvers  of  their  souls.    He  was  ever  to  them  an  actual 
living  presence^  whom  those  who  had  not  seen,  loved,  and  in  whom,  though  they 
could  not  see  him  with  their  natural  eyes,  yet  believing,  they  rejoiced  with  joy 
unspeakable  and  full  of  glory.    And  here  we  would  note  the  peculiarity  of  their 
love  to  this  being,    it  was  no  transcendental  grasping  of  the  finite  after  the  in- 
finite, or  the  futile  struggling  of  an  ethereal  passion  to  embrace  a  pantheistic 
phantom,  but  an  intense  personal  affection.    Their  God  was  no  abstraction,  no 
impalpable,  passionless,  all-diffused  spirit,  but  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  that  g-/on- 
oiis  circumscription  of  the  divine  Being  which  is  the  effulgence  of  the  Father's 
glory  and  the  exact  image  of  his  substance, —  where  meet  in  one  every  divine 
perjection  ai)d  every  human  excellence, —  where  "  dwells  the  fulness  of  the  God- 
head bodily,"  and  where  beam  and  glow  every  human  affection  and  every  hu- 
man sympathy.     This  was  the  being  who  was  to  them  the  object  of  their 
strongest  and  fondest /jersona/  regards.    They  felt  that  he  was  their  personal 
friend,  almighty  indeed,  and  all  glorious,  but  full  of  love  and  tenderness  and 
sym|)athy  ibr  them  individually,  and  an  ever  present  help  in  all  tiieir  trials  and 
afflictions.    Such  laiih  and  love  towards  such  a  he'wg,  must  be  all-absorbing. 
It  gave  a  determinate  character  to  their  living  and  their  preaching.    Note  the 
prominent  characteristics  of  apostolic  preaching.    Was  it  not  a  simple  procla- 
mation of  facts  together  with  the  obvious  and  necessary  inferences  involved 
in  them?  Examine  the  pentecostal  sernjon  of  Peter,  which  produced  such  a 
glorious  harvest  of  converts.    What  is  it  but  a  clear  statement  of  facts  with 
their  irrefragable  proofs.    And  so  of  all  Paul's  jH  eaching.    He  gives  us  repeated 
intimations  of  the  mode  of  his  public  ministrations.    Jn  writing  to  the  Corin- 
thians, for  instance,  he  says,  "  For  I  delivered  to  you  first  of  all  that  which  I 
also  received,  that  Christ  died  for  our  sins  according  to  the  scriptures,  and  that 
he  was  buried,  and  that  he  arose  on  the  third  day,  according  to  the  scriptures." 
Observe  here  a  simple  series  of  the  characteristic  facts  of  the  gospel.    The  gos- 
pel itself  is  called  the  ''testimony  of  God  concerning  his  Son  Jesus  Christ." 
And  primitive  preaching  was  mainly  the  proclaiming  of  this  testimony  to  all  the 
world.    The  apostle  declares  "  he  did  not  count  his  lile  dear  unto  himself,  so 
that  he  might  finish  his  course  with  joy  and  the  ministry  which  he  received  of 
the  Lord,  to  testfy  the  gospel  of  the  grace  of  God."    Why,  the  Spirit  himself, 
who  conducts  the  whole  gospel  dispensation,  is  presented  to  us  m  the  charac- 
ter of  a  t^i/ness.    He  does  not  speak  of  hin.self,  but  he  testfies  of  Cbnst,-he 
takes  of  the  things  of  Christ  and  shows  them  to  us,  and  brmgs  to  remembrance 
whatsoever  things  Christ  has  done  and  said.    Now  we  know  that  testimony  re- 
lates peculiarly  to  fads,  and  so  does  remembrance.    No  declaration  is  a  testi- 
mony which  does  not  fix  upon  a  fact.    How  clear  it  is,  that  primitive  faith  and 
preaching  had  to  do  principally  and  almost  exclusively  with  facts.    The  apos- 
tolic epistles  even  those  more  formal  treatises  of  Christian  doctrine,  may  be 
considered  as  composed  of  but  two  parts,-a  clear  statement  of  facts,  and  the 
glorious  inferences  drawn  from  them.    May  we  not  recognize  here  one  of  the 
chief  elements  of  power  in  primitive  preaching,-the  proclamation  of  facts, 
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and  such  facts  ?  It  could  not  fail  to  arrest  attention,  and  powerfully  affect  the 
minds  of  men.  A  man  ma}'  come  to  us  propounding  theories  and  unfolding 
systems,  and  please  us  v\iih  the  grandeur  and  splendor  of  his  speculations, 
with  the  ingenuity  and  logical  exactness  of  his  reasoning,  and  with  the  pro- 
priety and  heauty  of  his  reflections ;  but  he  feebly  affects  our  hearts,  and  pro- 
duces no  change  in  our  conduct.  Let  him  come,  however,  attesting  facts  of  im- 
portance, and  of  importance  to  us,  and  our  attention  will  he  riveted  and  our 
whole  nature  moved.  The  state  of  the  man's  own  mind  will  be  very  different 
in  the  two  cases, — in  the  former,  calm,  passionless,  perhaps  cold  ;  in  the  latter, 
fervid  and  impassioned.  His  own  vivid  convictions  will  give  an  imj)ressive 
earnestness  to  his  whole  manner;  and  this  of  itself  is  an  element  of  influence. 
We  may  notice  here,  in  passing,  that  as  a  consequence  of  this  matter  of  fact 
character  of  the  gospel,  and  the  simple  faith  of  primitive  believers,  the  work  of 
publishing  it  seemed  to  be  in  a  great  measure  common  to  the  whole  body.  All 
were  more  or  less  engaged  in  it.  We  do  not  mean  that  they  were  all  njinis- 
ters  and  teachers,  or  that  there  was  no  distinct  class  officially  set  apart  for  the 
work  of  the  ministry;  but  that  they  were  all  prompt  and  ready  to  bear,  and  ac- 
tually did  so  in  various  ways,  their  testimony  to  the  facts.  And  to  this  all  were 
competent.  Who  cannot  testify  to  a  fact  which  he  has  seen  and  felt,  however 
mysterious  and  wondrous  its  nature  ?  A  child  can  do  it,  and  often  too  with  an 
earnestness,  an  eloquence  and  a  pathos,  irresistibly  impressive  and  touching. 
It  requires  a  man  of  some  cultivation  and  mental  ability  so  to  set  forth  a  system 
of  mere  opinions,  or  an  order  of  sentiments,  as  to  be  intelligible  and  secure  re- 
spectful attention.  It  is  different  with  facts.  And  here  the  blessed  gospel  is 
divinely  distinguished  from  every  other  system  of  religion.  It  is  affecting  to 
mark  the  condescending  goodness  of  God  in  this  feature. 

CHRISTIANITY,  A   RELIGION  OF  FACTS. 

Christianity  is  emphatically  a  religion  of  facts, — facts  of  universal  and  per- 
manent interest.  All  can  learn  them, — all  can  experience  them,  and  all  can 
testijy  to  them.  And  just  so  long  as  they  have  their  appropriate  influence  upon 
the  minds  of  Christians,  will  their  faith  be  simple,  vigorous  and  abiding.  So 
long  as  this  simfilicity  and  fidelity  in  bearing  testimony  to  the  Lord  Jesus 
characterized  primitive  preaching,  did  the  gospel  come  to  poor  sinners,  "  not  in 
word  only,  but  in  power  and  in  the  Holy  Ghost  and  in  much  assurance."  Paul 
had  a  profound  and  affecting  conviction  of  this  truth.  "I  was  sent,"  says  he, 
"  to  preach  the  gos{)el,  not  with  the  words  of  man's  wisdom,  lest  the  cross  of 
Christ  should  he  of  none  effects  He  held  it  to  be  the  peculiar  function  of  his 
ministry,  to  proclaim  the  great  and  glorious  fact  of  Christ  crucified  with  such 
sinji)licity  and  clearness,  that  none  could  misapprehend  its  meaning.  But  just 
so  soon  as  the  vivid  impression  of  the  facts  of  Christianity  began  to  fade  from 
the  minds  of  Christians,  and  the  Christian  doctors,  offended  with  its  extreme 
simplicity,  and  anxious  to  adapt  it  to  the  taste  of  the  learned  and  polite  pagans, 
dignified  it  into  ^  "  philosophy,"  did  it  begin  to  lose  its  life-giving  power,  and 
finally  degenerated  into  a  system  of  inane  dogmas  and  dead  forms. 

Now  let  us  make  a 

PRACTICAL  APPLICATION  OF  THE   FOREGOING  REMARKS. 

Does  our  faith,  my  brethren,  fix  upon  the  facts  of  the  gospe^,  or  upon  cer- 
tain dogmas  of  a  religious  creed,  which  we  call  the  doctrines  of  Christianity? 
The  impression  from  the  belief  of  a  doctrine  is  clearly  distinguishable  from 
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that  produced  by  the  belief  of  a  fact.  It  is  true,  the  great  doctrines  of  the  gos- 
pel are  themselves/ad*.  But  we  may  hold  to  the  doctrines  without  any  prac- 
tical impression  from  the  facts  ;  and  is  not  this  too  much  the  attitude  of  the 
Christian  mind  of  the  age  ?  We  do  not  charge  that  the  facts  are  denied  by  any 
entitled  to  the  name  of  Christian  ;  though  this,  we  know,  has  been  repeatedly 
done  in  our  times  by  those  calling  themselves  Christians,  and  who  allege  that 
the  historical  facts  respecting  Jesus  of  Nazareth  have  no  necessary  connection 
with  the  substance  or  with  the  distinguishing  truths  of  Christianity,  and  hence 
that  they  are  not  real  occurrences,  but  myths  and  allegories.  These  we  unhesi- 
tatingly pronounce  infidels,  whatever  they  may  call  themselves.  The  historical 
facts  cannot  be  separated  from  the  doctrines  of  the  gospel.  If  these  are  swept 
away,  the  foundations  are  gone,  and  the  whole  system  is  unsubstantial,  misty, 
undefined  and  powerless.  If  God  was  not  really  manifest  in  the  flesh  in  the  per- 
son of  Jesus  of  Nazareth, — if  Christ  did  not  really  die  on  the  cross  to  make  an 
atonement  for  sin,  and  really  rise  again  from  the  dead,  our  "  faith  is  vain,  our 
preaching  is  vain,  and  we  are  yet  in  our  sins;"  and  this  world  is  hopelessly 
under  the  curse  of  an  incensed  and  avenging  God.  Still,  these  amazing  facts  may 
have  but  a  slight  practical  impression  upon  minds  that  boast  an  orthodox  faith. 
They  rarely  think  of  the  doctrines  they  hold,  in  their  vital  connection  with  cer- 
tain external  and  visible  realities.  And  is  not  the  character  of  our  preaching 
adapted  to  foster  this  dubious  state  of  mind  ?  Has  not  our  preaching  lost,  in  a 
great  measure,  the  character  of  a  simple  testimony,  and  taken  that  of  doctrinal 
discussion,  of  philosophical  disquisition,  and  of  moral  dissertation,  to  say  noth- 
ing of  imaginative  discussion  ?  And  has  not  the  unhappy  result  been  to  impair 
the  vividness  of  our  injpression  as  to  the  reality  of  the  story  of  Christ  and  His 
Cross,  and  to  weave  over  the  eyes  of  the  church  the  gossamer  web  of  our  own 
speculations,  so  that  they  do  not  see  the  adamantine  pillars  which  support  the 
glorious  temple  of  the  Christian  faith  ? 

(To  be  continued.) 
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Arracan. — Letter  of  Mr.  Inpcalls,  dated 
Akyah,  June  'i3,  1848. 

Concert  of  Prayer — Encouragements — Bap- 
tism. 

Allow  me  to  refer  to  the  subject  of 
your  last  communication, — our  uniting 
with  you  in  prayer.  Though  the  re- 
sult was  not  as  great  as  desired,  it  was 
enough  to  increase  our  faith  in  a 
prayer-hearing  God.  I  made  sonie 
brief  notices  in  my  journal  about  that 
time,  frotn  which  allow  me  to  make  a 
few  extracts. 

May  14.  We  have  held  four  prayer 
meetings  in  connection  with  our  breth- 
ren at  home.  At  each  of  these  meet- 
ings we  have  had  inquirers.    After  our 


first  morning  meeting,  one  of  the  na- 
tive Christians  came,  saying,  "  Teach- 
er, here  is  a  man  that  has  decided  to 
be  a  Christian,  and  wishes  to  converse 
with  you."  He  introduced  a  fine  look- 
ing Burman,  about  thirty  years  of  age, 
of'a  most  mild  and  solemn  counte- 
nance. "  Sir,"  said  he,  "  I  have  sought 
for  happiness  for  many  years,  and 
found  none  ;  eleven  years  I  have  prac- 
tised all  the  austerities  of  the.  priest- 
hood, livinir  alone  in  the  jungles,  but 
have  Ibund  no  peace.  1  have  read  all 
the  sacred  hooks,  and  there  is  nothing 
in  them  ;  I  iuive  heard  the  gospel  from 
the  native  Christians,  and  now  wish  to 
become  a  disciple."  I  conversed  with 
him,  and  found  him  sincere  m  all  he 
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had  said.  The  work  of  grace  upon  his  I 
heart  was  evident,  he  was  a  convert, 
given  in  answer  to  prayer ;  and  I  re- 
cord it  with  devout  thanks,  and  hope 
it  will  encourage  my  brethren  to  more 
urgent  prayer  for  these  lost  souls.  The 
native  disciples  have  offered  many 
prayers  in  these  meetings.  One  feel- 
ing seemed  to  pervade  them, — an  ear- 
nest desire  that  God  would  incline 
missionaries  to  come  to  Arracan.  One 
result  of  these  meetings  has  been  a  re- 
newed consecration  to  God,  with  new 
views  of  duty,  and,  I  trust,  a  fore- 
taste of  better  days.  It  has  been  a  sa- 
cred pleasure  to  bow  and  plead  in 
unison  with  my  dear  brethren  at  home, 
and  especially  the  executive  officers, 
pressed  down  by  anxious  cares  and  the 
burden  of  so  many  missions. 

The  church  in  commencing  mis- 
sions in  modern  times,  was  little  aware 
of  the  magnitude  of  the  work.  She 
felt  a  new  impulse  to  go  forth  to  the 
conquest  of  the  world.  Her  first  emo- 
tions were  the  pleasing  sensations  of 
one  awaking  fiom  a  long  slumber; 
and  her  first  efforts  full  of  energy. 
She  may  have  fancied  the  world's  sub- 
jugation an  easy  work.  She  has  fear- 
lessly entered  pagan  lands  and  planted 
the  cross,  involving  her  own  and  the 
Saviour's  honor.  Time  has  now  elaps- 
ed ;  the  toil,  the  battle^  the  sacrifice  de- 
manded, become  apparent.  At  times 
I  have  felt  alarm  lest  the  church  on 
finding  herself  engaged  in  a  work  that 
will  lax  her  every  energy,  should  draw 
back;  but  these  fears  are  groundless, 
this  she  can  never  do.  The  great  God 
has  im[)elled  her  to  this  work, — her 
course  nujst  and  will  be  onward. 
"  Say  ye  to  the  daughter  of  Zion,  be- 
hold thy  salvation  cometh  :  behold  his 
reward  is  with  him,  and  his  work  be- 
fore him." 

28.  Visited  the  ba[)tismal  waters  to- 
day, and  the  convert  alluded  to  above 
put  on  Christ.  Many  collected  and 
gave  the  most  silent  attention  to  the 
remarks  made,  and  retired  without  the 
coarse  remarks  often  made  on  such 
occasions. 

June  i.  Ko  Koung  Oung,  long  em- 
ployed as  an  assistant,  died  at  Wah-bo 
last  night ;  his  end  was  peace,  and  his 
work  is  done. 

■  13.  Several  inquirers  are  coming 
on.  One  is  a  woman  advanced  in 
years,  long  a  devoted  follower  of  Gau- 
dama.  "1  have  made  many  offerings," 
said  she;  "I  have  given  rupees  by 
hundreds,  and  twenty-five  times  I  have 
sold  the  hair  of  my  head  and  given  the 


avails"  (this,  she  told  me,  was  consid- 
ered a  meritorious  gift  indeed).  "  How 
much  do  you  get  for  your  hair.^" 
"  When  I  was  young  I  got  five  rupees, 
but  since  advanced  in  life,  but  three." 
Thus  it  would  appear  that  this  poor 
woman  has  raised  more  than  100  ru- 
pees from  this  source  alone.  In  her 
old  age  truth  has  flashed  upon  her 
mind,  and  I  hope  she  may  come  as  a 
burning  light  into  Christ's  kingdom. 

Boodhism  ; — its  antiquity  and  prevalence. 

I  make  no  allusions  to  our  daily  work. 
It  is  arduous,  and  often  tries  our  faith. 
We  have  much  company,  but  the  many 
come  to  argue  or  oppose.  Boodhism 
is  still  the  religion  of  the  land,  and 
I  am  regarded  in  the  light  of  an  enemy 
and  the  disciples  as  apostates.  This 
system  of  falsehood  is  but  little  known, 
and  I  have  for  some  time  felt  anx- 
ious to  write  you  with  reference  to  it, 
in  order  that  my  brethren  at  home 
might  know  a  little  of  the  difficulty  en- 
countered by  missionaries  who  come 
in  contact  with  this  false  religion,  and, 
also,  that  the  church  may  more  care- 
fid  ly  examine  the  nature  and  extent  of  the 
obstacles  which  now  oppose  the  spread 
of  the  gospel  in  the  East,  and  may 
prepare  more  efficiently  to  overcome 
them. 

Boodhism  is  among  the  most  ancient 
superstitions;  its  origin  is  lost  in  the 
depths  of  antiquity.  The  most  ancient 
relics  scattered  over  Hindustan  are 
Boodhistic,  and  the  sepoy,  who  march- 
ed overland  to  Egypt  to  confront  Na- 
poleon, was  indignant  to  find  his  gods 
neglected  and  in  ruins  on  the  banks  of 
the  Nile.  The  pyramid  and  the  pagoda 
may  have  been  erected  for  the  same 
purpose.  It  flourished  in  India  ages 
anterior  to  the  Christian  era,  and  has 
now  spread  over  the  whole  region 
from  Ceylon  to  the  isles  of  Jaf)an.  It 
numbers  fnore  votaries  than  Christian- 
ity, and  holds  them  in  a  bondage  from 
which  it  is  most  difficult  to  rescue 
them.  A  strange  enthusiasm  has  been 
associated  with  missions.  It  has  been 
supposed,  (by  some  at  least,)  that  all 
that  was  demmded  was  a  bundle  of 
tracts  and  the  shade  of  some  friendly 
tree,  and  the  willing  pagan  would 
joyfully  listen  to  his  message,  and  the 
tract  finish  the  work  of  his  conver- 
sion. And  it  must  be  confessed,  this 
impression  has  been  made  from  the 
glowing  style  of  journals,  or  the  charm 
that  attaches  to  communications  from 
the  distant  East.  A  few  years  person- 
al residence,  however,  ^serves  to  cor- 
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rect  the  too  sanguine  missionary ;  he 
has  found  that  he  must  buckle  on  his 
armor,  and  enter  the  field  of  stern 
contest  with  an  enemy  as  subtle  and 
proud,  and  as  difficult  to  tnanage,  as 
Christianity  has  ever  met.  He  has 
been  surjirised  as  it  were  into  a  con- 
test for  which  he  was  unprepared. 
And  so  of  the  church.  She  anticipa- 
ted too  easy  a  triumph,  and  has  not 
yet  fully  appreciated  the  difficulty  of 
the  enterprise  on  which  she  has  enter- 
ed. After  more  than  thirty  years  of 
effort,  Boodhism  stands  as  strong  as 
ever.  No  great  conquest  has  been 
yet  made.  The  battle  that  is  to  over- 
throw this  wide  extended  empire  of 
darkness,  is  yet  to  be  fought.  It  is 
not  in  the  Karen  jungle  or  among 
the  wild  tribes  of  the  hills,  but  upon  the 
wide  extended  plains  of  Boodhisu), 
that  the  contest  will  rage  and  the 
church  have  to  put  forth  her  strength. 
What  is  this  system  ?  what  its  tower 
of  strength  ? 

Fundamental  doctrine  of  Boodliisin. 

It  teaches  that  finite  man  can  and 
has  become  divine.  Every  Boodhist 
fancies  himself  an  embryo  god,  that  in 
sotne  future  period  he  will  become  the 
great  Supreme,  and  receive  the  hom- 
age of  the  divinity;  and  that  then  he 
will  pass  on  to  a  state  of  annihilation. 
Ask  the  vilest  poverty-stricken  cooley 
that  walks  the  streets  or  toils  in  chains, 
What  is  your  desire?  his  response  at 
once  is,  I  wish  to  be  God.  Such  hor- 
rid blasphemy  is  sickening  indeed,  and 
makes  us  tremble  at  the  state  of  »lark- 
ness  in  which  he  dwells.  Jn  his  esti- 
mation all  his  poverty,  sufferings  and 
trials,  are  ordered  by  his  destiny  to  fit 
him  for  this  high  exaltation.  These 
Satanic  aspirations  make  him  proud, 
haughty;  to  question  his  creed,  so  con- 
genial with  fallen  nature,  makes  him 
indignant,  and  closes  his  ear  to  the 
humbling  truths  of  the  gospel.  His 
faith  is  based  upon  his  sacred  books, 
which  teach  him  "that  the  deifie(l 
ones  are  as  nutnberless  as  the  sands 
on  the  banks  of  the  Ganges."  The 
whole  system  in  all  its  developments 
is  in  accordance  with  this  its  grandest 
{ixiom.  All  that  the  Boodhist  does,  is 
for  this  one  attainment.  He  builds  the 
sacred  edifices,  digs  the  tanks,  makes 
his  daily  offerings,  and  endures  all  his 
penances,  that  he  may  become  God. 
He  cares  but  little  about  the  hell  which 
he  is  expecting  at  death,  as  that  will 
only  purge  away  his  sins,  and  when 
the  penal  fires  are  extinguished,  he 
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IS  the  nearer  the  object  of  his  pursuit. 
Love  to  God  or  love  to  man  is  not  his 
fTiotive  to  duty.  Self  is  the  all-absorb- 
mg  object ;  hence  he  has  nothing  that 
assimilates  him  to  the  Christian. 

Its  coincidence  with  Popery. 
This,  then,  is  the  great  mystery  of 
Boodhism;  every  man  who  bows  to 
this  creed,  is  in  league  with  the  devil, 
contending  for  the  throne  of  God. 
The  devil,  to  urge  on  this  contest  and 
keep  these  hosts  united,  has  invented  a 
system  that  binds  them  into  one  mass 
as  solid  and  impenetrable  as  a  front  of 
iron.  It  wears  all  the  sanctity  of,  and 
is  decked  with  as  many  charms  as 
papal  Rome.  Its  similitude  to  this  last 
named  religion,  with  the  exception  of 
names,  is  so  striking  that  they  must 
have  had,  unquestionably,  the  same 
origin  ;  the  same  enemy  of  God  must 
have  moulded  them  both.  It  has  the 
various  orders  of  the  priesthood,  from 
the  high  pontiff  down  to  the  monk  and 
nun  who  beg  from  door  to  door.  Ce- 
libacy is  a  high  and  rigidly  required 
mark  of  sanctity.  Gaudy  images,  sa- 
cred relics,  bin-ning  tapers,  holy  water, 
stated  feasts  and  nightly  vigils,  im- 
mense processions,  attended  by  music 
and  fireworks  so  arranged  as  to  fasci- 
nate the  deluded  votaries,  these  are 
common  to  both. 

Defences  of  Boodhism — Its  power  to  debase 
and  destroy. 

This  system  is  not  only  interwoven 
with  every  institution  of  life,  and 
guarded  by  law,  but  protected  by  an 
excommunication  as  terrible  as  was 
!  ever  fulminated  from  the  Vatican. 
{  Boodhism  thus  stands  strong,  it  towers 
to  heaven ;  its  powerful  hold  upon 
the  nations  over  which  it  has  domin- 
ion, is  seen  in  the  willing  homage  ren- 
dered to  its  mandates.  Every  hill  is 
crowned  with  pagodas,  every  viHage 
and  grove  have  sacred  edifices  filled 
with  idols  and  priests,  and  every  day 
witnesses  the  costly  ofl^erings.  Gold, 
silver,  the  fruits  of  the  field  and  the 
sweet  flowers  from  the  garden,  all 
flow  in  one  ceaseless  stream  into  this 
vortex  of  delusion.  It  receives  equally 
the  homage  of  the  prince  and  the 
slave;  and  I  blush  to  record,  in  too 
many  instances  men  bearitig  the  Chris- 
tian name  and  educated  in  Christian 
lands,  have,  by  their  unholy  lives,  in- 
directly, if  not  openly,  confirmed  the 
pagan  in  his  superstitions.  These 
nominal  Christians  have  done  the 
greatest  harm,— they  have  poisoned  the 
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minds  of  the  heathen.  Would  to  God 
that  such  men  had  never  come  to  the 
land  where  the  heathen  sits  in  dark- 
ness. He  has  no  eye  to  pity, — no 
lieart  to  feel, — no  sympathies  for  his 
fellow  man.  He  can  see  the  Burman 
or  Hindoo  go  down  to  hell  with  cold 
indifference,  and  even  put  forth  efforts 
the  most  effectual  to  blight  the  influ- 
ence of  those  who  would  rescue  thetn 
from  eternal  death.  Oh  ye  who  visit 
these  pagan  lands,  how  can  you  but 
pity  these  poor  souls?  Why  do  ye  de- 
fraud them,  or  strengthen  their  hands 
in  vice?  They  all  have  souls,  and  are 
bound  to  the  judgment.  A  vile  idol- 
atry has  held  them  in  a  long  and  cruel 
bondage.  Gospel  light  begins  to  shed 
its  beams  upon  them  ;  they  begin  to 
awake.  Do  not  extinguish  these  feeble 
rays,  nor  spread  a  pall  of  eternal  dark- 
ness over  them?  The  natives  boast  of 
their  numbers,  and  exultingly  say  that 
no  European  worships  Christ  but  the 
missionaries. 

Nations  have  their  rise  and  decline, 
— the  youthful,  the  iron,  the  effeminate 
age.  It  is  in  the  decrepitude  of  old 
age  that  we  find  the  Boodhist.  They 
no  where  exhibit  the  manliness  of  the 
Roman,  or  develope  the  philosophic 
mind  of  the  Greek.  While  western 
nations,  touched  by  the  wand  of  Chris- 
tianity, appear  vigorous  and  are  mak- 
iiig  advancements  the  world  never  be- 
fore witnessed,  the  eastern  resembles 
the  poor  old  man  in  a  rapid  decline. 
An  old  superstition  clings  to  him,  and 
hinders  every  improvement.  While 
he  looks  with  astonislnnent  upon  the 
specimens  of  western  science  and  skill, 
lie  feels  no  desire  to  iu)itate,  no  quick- 
enings  of  a  generous  emulation. 

Christianity  the  only  remedy. 
To  arouse  these  Booflhist  nations  be- 
longs peculiarly  to  Christianity.  No 
oiiier  power  can  do  it.  Science  may 
woo  in  vain.  Education  may  clothe 
them  with  her  beautiful  atiire,  but  it 
<mly  puts  fair  raiment  u\)on  a  lifeless 
body,  or  throws  a  covering  over  the 
grossest  deformity.  The  soul  must  be 
aroused  and  transformed.  The  gospel 
only  can  give  life  to  India.  Though 
Boodhism  presents  obstacles  of  no  or- 
(iinary  kind,  as  great  or  greater  than 
were  met  by  the  Apostles,  still  it  must 
fall. 

1  have  not  penned  the  above  to  dis- 
hearten the  church,  but  rather  that  the 
work  before  her  may  be  better  under- 
stood. I  believe  that  the  church  of 
Christ,  so  far  as  her  agency  is  demand- 


ed, is  fully  competent  to  the  work  as- 
signed. At)d  1  rejoice  that  she  is 
animated  with  the  same  spirit  that  has 
led  her  on  from  victory  to  victory  till 
the  present  time.  However  |)roudly 
Boodhism  may  stand  and  bid  defiance 
to  her  efforts,  the  church  will  never 
lay  down  her  arms  till  the  shout,  "  the 
kingdoms  of  this  world  have  become 
the  kingdoms  of  our  Lord  and  of  his 
Christ,"  is  echoed  from  pole  to  pole. 


China. — Letter  of  Dr.  Macgowan, 

Trip  to  Shanghai — Perils  by  sea. 
The  arrival  at  Ningpo  of  a  friend  in 
command  of  a  fine  schooner  aflTorded 
us  a  free  opportunity  for  inhaling  the 
bracing  air  of  the  Pacific,  and  of  mak- 
ing a  short  visit  to  Shanghai.  We 
dro|)ped  down  to  Chinhai  on  the  12th 
ult.  (Dec);  but  owing  to  head  winds 
and  an  ignorant  f)ilot,  who  was  the 
author  of  subsequent  mischief,  we  did 
not  put  to  sea  until  the  night  of  the 
14th.  That  had  well  nigh  proved  a 
terrible  night  to  us  all.  About  half 
past  twelve,  as  we  were  in  our  berths 
and  our  bark  speeding  on  her  way  at 
above  nine  knots  an  hour,  we  struck 
on  a  bank  of  very  hard  sand,  with  one 
and  a  half  fathoms  of  water  and  break- 
ers within  sight  and  sound.  Providen- 
tially, Capt.  Neal  was  on  deck  at  the 
time,  or  the  result  would  have  been 
most  disastrous.  The  first  shock 
aroused  every  sleeper  and  brought 
every  one  on  deck.  Every  wave  which 
struck  us  caused  a  new  concussion  ; 
all  was  dark,  except  when  illumined 
by  the  fitful  course  of  meteors,  which 
were  then  unusually  bright  and  nu- 
merous. On  quitting  Ningpo,  a  dozen 
Chinese  sailors  were  engaged  for  the 
voyage  to  Shanghai  and  back  again. 
In  fair  weather  and  by  daylight  the 
Chinese  make  pretty  good  deck  hands, 
but  at  this  juncture  they  appeared  to 
great  disadvantage.  They  sat  on  their 
haimclies,  with  their  hands  in  their 
pockets,  at  their  usual  post  under  the 
weather  side  of  the  bulwarks.  The 
original  crew  were  Malays,  who,  though 
good  sailors  within  the  tropics,  cannot 
be  well  depetided  on  in  cold  latitudes. 
The  night  was  cold  ;  most  of  them  then 
saw  ice,  or  "  stone- water,"  as  they  call- 
ed it,  for  the  first  time  ;  and  it  subse- 
quently appeared  that  they  had  been 
frost-bitten:  throughout  the;]  voyage 
they  laid  hold  of  the  ropes  as  if  they 
were  afraid  of  breaking  them.    It  was 
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not  easy  to  get  this  motley,  inefficient 
crew  to  work,  especially  as  the  latter 
were  IMohatnnierlaiiS  and  latalists.  For 
njore  than  an  hour  there  seemed  scarce- 
ly any  prospect  that  the  vessel  could 
be  got  off.  So  hopeless  did  the  case 
appear,  that  we  were  told  to  gatlier  a 
few  things  together  and  he  in  readiness 
to  take  to  the  little  gig,  the  oidy  ser- 
viceable boat  on  board :  the  duty  of 
taking  my  little  family  back  to  Chinhai 
was  to  be  performed  by  the  first  offi- 
cer. Jn  the  early  part  of  the  night  our 
babe  had  been  wakelul  and  restless, 
but  was  now  in  a  sweet  sleep,  uncon- 
scious of  the  peril  we  were  in. 

When  all  was  arranged  lor  our  dis- 
embarkation and  just  as  we  arose  from 
prayer,  the  captain  cried  out, — "  She 
backs  off!  she  is  ofl  ! !  "  and  in  a  lievv 
moments,  to  the  joy  of  all,  we  found 
anchorage  in  deep  water,  where  we 
remained  until  morning  dawned  ;  when 
it  was  found  that  the  vessel  had  sus- 
tained no  material  injury,  and  we  pro- 
ceeded on  our  way  wiih  hearts  filled 
with  gratitude  to  the  Almighty  Hearer 
of  prayer. 

On  other  occasions  besides  the  pres- 
ent we  had  known  our  Irieiid  to  show 
himself  as  a  good  seaman  and  skillul 
navigator.  It  will  be  excused  if  in  this 
place  an  incident  is  mentioned  to  show 
his  humanity.  We  made  a  voyage  in 
a  vessel  of  which  Capt.  Neal  was  the 
first  mate,  and  were  eye  witnesses  of 
the  lollowing.  The  trightlul  cry  ol" 
*'a  man  overboard,"  rang  Irom  the 
forecastle  to  the  quarter  deck.  It  was 
during  a  furious  gale,  which  carried  us 
forward  under  double-reefed  topsails 
at  a  rapid  rate.  1  have  frequently  seen 
the  ocean  during  a  tempest,  but  the 
waves  never  seemed  so  high  as  when 
the  poor  Arab  sailor  was  struggling 
and  huffeting  against  them.  Betimes 
he  disappeared,  and  it  looked  as  if  he 
had  heen  swallowed  up,  when  a  tow- 
ering wave  again  brought  him  to  view. 
None  thought  it  possihie  to  afford  him 
any  assistance,  when  Neal  asked. 
"Who  would  go  with  him  in  the  gig.'" 
There  was  liitle  prohability  that  the 
tiny  skiff  could  live  in  such  a  sea,  and 
as  he  could  not  swim  a  stroke,  we 
thought,  as  he  launched  out  with  two 
Malays,  that  he  would  never  return. 
Meanwhile  the  Ishmaelite,  who  was  a 
first  rate  swinjmer,  appeared  like  a 
small  speck,  visihle  only  at  long  inter- 
vals in  the  tar  distant  horizon.  The 
generous  men  who  were  striving  to 
save  him  had  a  long  and  very  hard 
])ull ;  their  gig  was  sometimes  so  near- 


ly perpendicular,  that  they  could 
scarcely  keep  their  seats.  At  length 
they  came  up  to  the  drowning  nian, 
and  with  much  difilculty  dra<;gtd  him 
in.  The  return  was  still  moiepeiil- 
ous  ;  lor  on  coming  alongside  the  thip 
the  boat  was  smashed  to  shivers,  and 
the  Arab,  Malays  and  Englii?hman  saved 
themselves  otjly  by  clinging  to  ropes 
held  out  to  them. 

Shanghai. 

After  getting  off  the  bank,  the  voyage 
was  tedious  hut  not  unpleasant.  On 
the  one  hand,  we  had  to  beat  against 
the  north-east  monsoon,  and  on  the 
other,  to  contend  against  the  tides, 
which  flow  like  a  sluice  into  the  estu- 
ary of  Hangchau.  During  the  late 
war,  a  powerful  steamer  with  both  her 
anchors  down  and  with  all  her  steam 
up,  drove  before  these  strong  tides. 
A  small  island,  which  now  bears  the 
name  of  a  quondam  missionary  who 
served  in  the  eA|)edition  of  Her  Bri- 
tannic Majesty's  forces,  serves  as  a  gocd 
guide  to  mariners  seeking  to  enter  the 
great  river  of  Asia,  "the  child  o\  the 
ocean."  With  the  exception  of  Gutz- 
laff's  Island,  there  are  scarcely  any 
other  marks,  natural  or  artificial,  to  aid 
the  navigator  of  the  embrochure  of  the 
Yangtse  Kiang.  Hence  Shanghai  is 
difficult  of  access,  and  accidents  are  of 
very  frequent  occurrence.  We  made 
Woosung  river  a  week  after  leaving 
Ningpo,  and  in  a  few  hours  anchored 
off  the  palaces  of  the  merchant  princes. 
The  hill  scenery  which  diversifies  the 
landscape  at  Ningpo,  is  wholly  want- 
ing at  Shanghai,  where  the  view  is 
relieved  by  no  natural  ohjects ;  but 
this  is  in  a  measure  compeiisated  by 
the  imposing  appearance  of  foreign 
residences,  which  closely  resenil)le 
those  at  Chouringee,  Calcutta.  One 
of  them  is  said  to  have  cost  $1C0.CC0. 
The  low,  dirty  city  itself;  is  concealed 
by  a  prodigious  number  of  junks  and 
other  vessels  of  the  country. 

1  was  at  Shanghai  just  four  years 
ago,  iiaving  visited  it  in  company  with 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Medhurst  and  W.  L(!ck- 
hart,  Esq.,  of  the  London  Missionary 
Society,  our  object  being  to  observe  its 
advantages  for  a  missionary  station.  As 
that  port  and  Ningpo  were  not  likely 
both  to  be  occupied  for  a  long-  iime, 
and  as  my  friends  were  seniors  its  the 
mission  field,  1  told  them  if  they  chose 
the  former  port,  1  would  take  the  lat- 
ter, and  vice  versa.  Soon  after  this 
they  showed  me  a  resolution  they  had 
drawn  up  adopting  Shanghai  as  the 
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station  for  the  London  Society ;  ac- 
cordingly I  returned  to  Ningpo.  After 
a  lapse  of  several  years,  we  are  niiiui- 
ally  pleased  with  the  decisions  then 
made.  As  might  have  been  expected, 
the  missionaries  of  this  Society,  being 
the  first  on  the  spot  and  already  ac- 
quainted with  the  language,  are  firmly 
established.  Their  compound  has 
comfortable  houses,  one  for  each  fam- 
ily, a  large  printing  establishment,  a 
hospital,  and  a  conunodious  chapel. 
They  have  four  faniilies  and  two  un- 
married missionaries, — one  a  printer. 
The  day  of  njy  arrival  Dr.  Medhurst 
baptized  a  native  ph\sician  from  a 
neighboring  village,  the  fourth  convert 
J  believe  at  Shanghai.  Tl)e  American 
Episcopalians  have  a  well-conducted 
boarding  school  for  boys.  There  is 
also  ji  missionary  there  from  the  Church 
Missionary  Society,  who  has  commenc- 
ed preaching;  others  are  about  to  join 
him.  Br.  Sliuck,  whose  guest  we 
were,  is  on  the  eve  of  establishing  a 
service  in  the  dialect  of  the  place,  in 
which  his  two  colleagues  will  soon  be 
able  to  take  a  |)art.  The  Sabbatarians 
are  earnestly  engaged  in  iheir  prepara- 
tory studies,  and  pronjise,  within  a 
reasonable  time,  to  be  actively  engaged. 
Our  intercourse  with  the  various  mis- 
sionaries at  tliis  place  was  very  re- 
freshing and  useful  to  us.  It  was 
pleasant  to  meet  new  and  old  friends, 
all  em()loyed  in  laboring  for  the  con- 
version of  this  great  land.  We  re- 
mained amongst  them  oidy  five  days. 

Revision  of  the  Sacred  Scriptures. 

Jt  will  be  remembered  that  at  a 
series  of  meetings  held  at  Hongkong 
about  four  years  ago,  in  which  all  the 
missions  in  China  were  represented, 
arrangements  were  made  tor  a  new 
revision  of  the  Sacred  Scriptures.  In 
accordance  with  the  original  design, 
Comtnittees  are  now  in  session  at 
Shanghai,  to  compare  their  labors  and 
to  decide  on  controverted  points. 
Owing  to  this  circutnstance  we  met 
with  missionaries  from  the  southern 
ports,  who  had  been  for  several  months 
at  the  still  unfinished  work  of  revising. 
An  unhappy  difference  of  opinion  ex- 
ists as  to  the  proper  term  for  Theos. 
•The  word  Shangie,  which  literally 
means  a  Supreme  Ruler,  the  designa- 
tion of  an  idol,  finds  an  uncompromis- 
ing advocate  in  Dr.  Medhurst  and  his 
colleagues.  On  the  other  hand,  all  the 
other  missionaries  to  the  Chinese  to  a 
man,  object  to  Shangte  as  the  name  by 
which  the  one  true  and  living  God  I 


shall  be  known  in  China.  At  Ningpo 
no  missionary  under  any  circumstan- 
ces would  be  willing  to  use  this  term 
for  the  sacred  name  of  God.  For- 
merly some  of  ti)em  spoke  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Shangte  as  the  Creator  of  the 
world  ;  they  were  told,  "Oh,  we  have 
a  Shangte — more  than  one  of  them  ;" 
and  it  was  found  impossible  to  give  an 
explanation  which  they  could  compre- 
hend. It  is  much  the  same  as  if  the 
early  Christians  had  borrowed  Jupiter 
as  the  name  for  God.  The  term  which 
the  majority  prefer  is  Shing,  a  god  or 
spirit.  It  is  generally  used  in  a  low 
sense,  and,  perhaps,  has  other  serious 
objections,  but  it  is  unquestionably  the 
best,  and  must  eventually  prevail. 
Anxious  to  see  the  Chinese  in  posses- 
sion of  a  translation  of  the  bible  which 
might  be  regarded  as  a  standard,  the 
Baptists  united  with  their  Pedobaf)tist 
brethren  in  the  original  plans  for  the 
proposed  revision  ;  but  as  it  was  evi- 
dent that  no  other  term  than  "  washing 
ceremony"  would  be  employed  by  our 
friends  to  express  bapto,  and  as  we 
could  agiee  to  no  word  which  would 
not  clearly  signify  immersion,  it  was 
thought  best  that  each  should  pursue 
an  independent  course  and  bring  out 
se{)arate  versions.  It  seems  likely  that 
the  Pedobaptists  will  have  two  ver- 
sions, differing  however  only  in  the 
term  for  God. 

Pirates. 

We  had  a  rough  but  safe  passage  to 
Ningpo,  and  I  hope  were  benefited  by 
the  tiip.  The  scljooner  left  soon  after, 
to  convoy  a  large  fleet  of  junks  to  a 
southern  port.  She  had  brought  up 
one  hundred  and  twenty  sail.  Noth- 
ing could  better  illustrate  the  inefficacy 
and  helplessness  of  the  Chinese  gov- 
ernment, than  the  fact  that  their  mer- 
chants are  obliged  to  employ  foreign 
vessels  to  protect  them  frou)  the  grow- 
ing audacity  of  native  pirates.  With- 
out such  dearly  purchased  succor,  the 
coasting  trade  would  ere  long  cease  al- 
together. These  marauders  are  daily 
becoming  more  formidable,  and  if  not 
checked  in  their  career,  would  soon 
desolate  the  maritime  villages  and 
towns.  When  once  apprehended,  the 
pirates  are  punished  with  extreme 
rigor.  Ca})t.  Neal  saw  at  one  place 
more  than  a  hundred  heads  exposed 
as  a  warning;  and  at  many  other 
places  there  w  ere  the  same  proofs  of  a 
general  decapitation.  One  junk  he 
met  with  had  been  boarded  by  pirates, 
and  property  to  the  amount  of  $20,000 
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taken  out.  A  few  days  after,  she  fell 
in  with  another  set  of  pirates,  who  car- 
ried away  all  their  provisions,  sails, 
and  every  nioveahle  thing  they  couhl 
lay  their  hands  on,  and  finally  tied  all 
on  board  together  by  their  tails  and 
set  the  vessel  adrift.  The  reason  they 
do  not  generally  shed  blood,  is  not  be- 
cause they  are  more  humane  than  the 
pirates  of  other  seas,  but  because  the 
escape  of  those  they  rob  never  jeopards 
theiriown  safety.  It  is  not  long  that 
the  })Opulace  of  China  have  been  aware 
of  tlie  weakness  and  cowardice  of  the 
mandarins;  this  knowledge,  as  al^o  the 
corrupting  and  wasting  effects  of  opium 
smoking,  is  preparing  changes  in  the 
social  and  j)olitical  character  of  the 
country,  which  cannot  fail  to  pj-oduce 
speedy  and  striking  results.  Happy 
will  she  be,  if  in  her  coming  troubles 
China  lias  amongst  her  sons  a  band  of 
praving  patriots;  otherwise  she  is 
without  hope,  for  it  is  no  exaggeration 
to  assert  that  among  all  her  rulers  she 
has  scarcely  one  honest  man. 


Assam. — Letter  of  Mr.  Danforlh. 

The  date  of  the  following  letter  is  Gow- 
ahalti,  June  8.  For  notice  of  the  arrivals 
of  Messrs.  Danforth  and  Stoddard,  see  our 
last  number,  p.  403. 

Passage  from  Calcutta. 
We  have  at  length  reached  our  long 
looked  for  home.  We  started  Irom 
Calcutta  on  the  14th  of  April,  in  the 
steamer  "Jumsur,"  passed  down  the 
Hoogly  until  we  reached  Sanger 
Island,  and  then  turned  into  the  "  Sun- 
derbunds."  Here,  for  the  space  of  a 
week,  were  we  passing  to  and  fro  in 
every  possible  direction, — now  going 
north,  —  now  south,  —  now  east,  and 
again  west.  Sometimes  the  river  was 
five  or  six  miles  wide,  and  then  again 
so  narrow  as  scarcely  to  adnjit  a  boat 
to  pass  us.  Sometimes  we  seemed  to 
be  in  a  small  lake,  then  passed  into  a 
little  inlet,  then  crossed  a  large  river; 
thus  we  continued  our  way  for  three 
or  four  hundred  miles.  The  banks  on 
either  side  were  covered  with  a  dense 
jungle.  The  shrubbery  is  very  low  ; 
but  so  thick  as  to  render  it  impossible 
to  f)enetrate  it.  It  is  inhabited  only  by 
wild  beasts.  Tigers  are  so  numerous 
that  it  is  dangerous  for  |)ersons  to  go 
on  shore.  They  have  in  a  few  instan- 
ces ventured  into  the  river  and  carried 
off  natives  from  their  boats.    This  sin- 


gular place  can  scarcely  he  called  any 
thing  else  than  the  Bay  of  Bengal, 
thickly   studded  with   islands.  The 
land  is,  probably,  nothing  more  than  a 
deposit,    brouuiit   Irom    the  country 
above.    All  the  rivers  in  this  region 
are    exceedingly    n.uddy,    and  ever 
changing  their  course.    The  river  may 
be  traced  out  one  year,  and  the  next 
season  will  find  it  completely  filled  up, 
and  a  new  channel  cut  out.  Hence 
the  great  difficulty  of  giving  the  to- 
j  pography  ol*  the  rivers.     Two  men, 
I  one  on  each  side  of  the  boat,  were 
,  constantly  employed  in  sounding,  Irom 
j  the  time  we  lett  Calcutta  till  we  reach- 
j  ed  Govvahatti. 

Fornjerly  the  Sunderbunds  are  said 
to  have    been  inhabited;   it  is  now 
nothing  but  a  solitary  waste.    The  at- 
j  mosphere  at  certain  seasons  of  the 
I  year  is  almost  death  to  tlie  traveller, 
j  Farther  up   we    found    the  country 
I  densely    populated    in    some  places. 
The  inhabitants  are  Bengalis. 

Revival  at  Burisal — Dacca  3  a  veteran  mis- 
sionary. 

We  stopped  a  few  hours  at  Burisal 
(a  station  about  4C0  niiles  from  Cal- 
cutta by  river),  ^^  ent  ashore  and  call- 
ed on  a  brother  missionary  residing 
there.  He  was  sent  a  short  time  since 
from  Calcutta,  to  gather  in  a  harvest  of 
souls,  which  the  Lord  had  been  pre- 
paring. About  a  year  since,  a  revival 
of  religion  commenced  here  among 
the  lowest  castes,  and  150  souls  were 
I  hopefully  converted.  The  instrumen- 
I  tality  was  so  very  small,  (there  being 
no  missionary  on  the  ground.)  that  all 
were  (breed  to  acknowledge  that  it 
was  of  God.  What  a  field  of  promise  ! 
I  and  yet  the  only  missionary  there,  lies 
upon  a  sick  bed,  unable  to  do  any, 
thing  for  these  precious  souls.  There 
is  no  missionary  nearer  than  Calcutta 
on  one  hand,  and  Dacca  on  the  other. 
Our  hearts  were  filled  with  sympathy 
and  sadness.  Affer  a  season  of  prayer, 
we  left  him  to  the  care  of  that  Being 
who  says,  "I  will  never  leave  nor  for- 
sake \ou." 

Stopped  over  night  at  Dacca.  Call- 
ed on  br.  Robinson,  a  missionary  of 
the  London  Missionary  Society.  Hav- 
ing been  in  the  mission  for  matiy 
years,  he  was  able  to  give  us  much 
uselul  information.  Were  much  inter- 
ested in  an  interview  with  father  Leon- 
ard (an  Irish  missionary  associated 
with  br.  R.).  He  is  seventy-six  years 
of  age,— but  he  still  preaches,— has 
been  in   the   work  forty-four  years. 


423 


France. — Letter  of  Mr.  Willard. 


How  encouraging  to  see  this  old  vete- 
ran, about  to  lay  down  his  arms  and 
receive  a  crown  of  glory.  His  wile  is 
still  living.  Dacca  was  once  the  capi- 
tal of  Bengal,  and  though  it  has  lost 
much  of  its  former  greatness,  it  still 
contains  a  large  population,  together 
with  numerous  populous  villages  around 
it.  Yet  there  are  but  two  missionaries 
here.  Four  or  five  more  could  not 
meet  its  wants.  The  Rotnanists  have 
planted  themselves  here,  and,  as  in  all 
other  places,  are  very  zealous  for  the 
Mother  Church. 

After  passing  through  many  rivers, 
we  at  length  reached  the  Brahmaputra. 
It  is  a  noble  river,  sometiujes  five  or 
six  miles  in  width,  with  a  very  rapid 
current.  The  inhabitants  of  the  pojju- 
lous  villages  thronged  the  banks,  and 
gazed  on  us  with  wonder.  Their  de- 
graded, miserable  appearance  called 
loudly  to  us  for  pity  and  assistance. 
But  what  could  we  do?  Nothing  but 
pass  oti,  and  leave  them  to  their  de- 
struction. There  is  not  a  missionary 
between  Dacca  and  Gowahatti,  a  dis- 
tance of  niore  than  400  miles. 

As  we  approached  Assam,  moun- 
tains began  to  appear,  which  presented 
a  pleasing  variety  to  the  level  country 
we  had  beheld  so  long.  We  reached 
Gowahatti,  Sabbath,  P.  M.,  29th  of 
April,  and  received  a  most  hearty  wel- 
come. 

Seasonable  reinforcement  of  the  mission. 

Having  alluded  to  the  sickness  of  Mr. 
Barker  and  others,  and  the  necessities  of 
the  Assam  Mission,  Mr.  Danforth  remarks 
as  follows. 

If  the  Board  had  not  reinforced  this 
mission  at  the  time  they  did,  1  fear 
that  ujuch  of  the  labor  already  ex- 
pended would  have  been  lost  ;  and 
even  now,  the  demands  of  the  mission 
can  never  be  met.  The  brethren  are 
deeply  pained  at  the  small  sum  you 
are  able  to  allow  them.  Br.  Bronson 
has  been  obliged  to  give  up  some  of 
his  village  schools,  and  br.  Barker  lias 
dismissed  two  of  his,  lor  want  of 
means,  and  the  pupils  have  returned 
to  their  heathen  homes,  to  be  under 
"heathen  influences.  The  press  must 
be  cripj)led,  and  the  good  that  might 
be  done  very  nmch  diujinished.  But 
God  knows  best,  and  we  will  trust  in 
bin).  Be  assured  you  have  our  prayers 
and  those  of  the  dear  native  converts. 
Could  the  churches  in  America  have 
heard  these  dear  converts  talk  in  cove- 


nant meeting,  I  am  sure  they  would 
never  forget  to  contribute  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  mission.  J  could  see  by 
the  earnest  countenance  and  tone  of 
voice,  that  the  sentiments  were  from 
the  heart. 

Mrs,  Barker  has  charge  of  a  native 
girls'  boarding  school,  consisting  of 
ten  pupils,  three  of  whotn  are  pious. 
Mrs.  D.  teaches  part  of  the  day  in 
English.  We  have  not  been  long 
enough  here  to  say  much  of  the  mis- 
sion ;  but  thus  much  I  will  say, — much 
more  has  been  done  in  Gowahatti  than 
I  expected;  but  much  iriore  rertiains 
to  be  done.  Gowahatti  itsell'has  JO.GOO 
inhabitants  ;  and  one  hour's  travel 
would  bring  us  into  the  densest  popu- 
lation of  Assam.  Schools  and  preach- 
ers might  be  multiplied  to  any  extent. 
Tell  the  churches  not  to  be  afraid  of 
sending  us  too  much  help. 


France. — Lttler  of  Mr.  Willard,  dated 
at  Duuai,  Sept.  4,  li^AS. 

Baptisms  at  Athies — Tlie  paral^'tic. 

Since  my  last  of  12th  July,  Mr.  Du- 
jardin  has  baptized  at  Atliies  four  per- 
sons, the  fruits  of  the  labors  of  our 
col[)orteur,  Lefevre.  Mr.  Thieffry  has 
also  baptized  one  })erson.  On  the  11th 
of  August,  Mr.  Thiefl^ry,  Mr.  Foulon 
and  myself  left  Douai  together  for 
Chauny,  the  former  expressly  invited 
by  Mr.  Lepoix,  Foulon  having  busi- 
ness in  that  region  and  desiring  also  to 
visit  the  scene  of  former  labors  and 
persecutions.  W^e  left  Douai  at  9  in 
the  evening  and  rode  all  night,  arriv- 
ing at  St.  Quentin  at  4  in  the  morning. 
St.  Qiientin  is  distant  frouj  Douai  six- 
teen leagues  of  4,000  kilometres  each, 
on  the  route  from  Lille  to  Paris.  At 
6  we  left  St.  Q.  in  a  little  diUgtnce  for 
Chauny,  seven  and  a  half  leagues  from 
St.  Q.,  in  the  direction  of  south-east  by 
south.  We  arrived  at  half  past  9  in 
the  morning.  We  passed  the  rest  of 
the  day  with  Mr.  Lepoix,  a  consider- 
able portion  of  it  in  conversation  with  a 
young  man  well  educated  and  intelli- 
gent, whom  we  fomid  at  Lepoix's  on  a 
visit;  he  was  an  old  accjuaintance  of 
Mr.  Lepoix,  a  very  pious  young  man, 
but  not  baptized.  Mr.  L.  told  us  he 
hoped  to  baptize  him  the  next  day. 
This  young  man  had  been  connected 
with  the  Wesleyans,  and  was  still 
somewhat  imbued  with  their  notions; 
but  as  the  object  was  Id  set  him  right 
where  it  was  necessary  to  do  so,  it» 


1848.] 


France. — Letter  of  Mr.  Willard. 


423 


order  to  avoid  all  needless  discussion 
he  was  recjiiested  to  stale  his  views  of 
different  doctrines   in    common  lan- 
guage, laying  aside  all  cant  phrases 
and  controversial  terms.    In  this  way  i 
our  exact  differences   were   exposed  \ 
when  tliere  were  any,  and  the  New  ! 
Testament  was  consnhed, — the  results  ■ 
of  a  sound  interpretation  being  admit- 
ted.   Difficult  passages  were  examin- 
ed and  things  incomprehensible  were 
pointed  out. 

This  friend  was  perfectly  convinced 
that  the  immersion  of  a  believer  in 
the  name  of  the  Trinity  is  the  only 
baptism  of  the  New  Testament,  and 
he  now  desired  to  manitest  his  willing 
and  obedient  spirit  by  accomplishing 
the  command  to  profess  his  faith  {)ub- 
licly  in  being  immersed.  Towards  night 
Mr.  Besin,  who  had  been  to  Mayot,  sev- 
eral leagues,  with  br.  Hersigny's  mule 
and  cart  after  a  [)Oor  paralytic,  convert- 
ed two  years  ago,  the  aunt  of  Isidore 
Plaquet,  and  who  wished  to  be  bap- 
tized, arrived  with  her.    As  I  was  the 
tallest  and  strongest  on  the  pround,  it 
fell  to  fny  lot  to  take  this  almost  help- 
less object  from  the  cart  in  my  arms 
and  carry  her  into  the  house.  The 
following  is  the  substance  of  the  his- 
tory which  Mr.  Lepoix  furnished  me 
of  this  |)Oor  woman.     Her  name  is 
Josephine.    She  was  born  of  [)0()r  |)a- 
renls,  and  enjoyed  the  use  of  her  limbs 
till  the  age  of  twelve  years  ;  when, 
being  one  day  cauj^ht  by  a  shower  in 
the  field,  she  ran  so  fast  to  reach  the 
house  that  her  whole  body  was  floo<led 
with    perspiration  ;    imniediately  on 
reaching  the  house  she  became  sud- 
deidy  entirely  purple,  the  perspiration 
was  arrested  and  her  blood  seemed 
frozen, — all   the   articulations  of  her 
body  l)ecame  disjointed  and  her  hands 
crisped;    her  finj^ers   now  resemble 
more  the  empty  fingers  of  a  glove  than 
those  of  a  livir)g  being.     She  had  lost 
her  father,  and  being  at  the  mercy  of 
brothers  and  sisters,  her  life  was  em- 
bittered by  their  hard  treatment,  when 
Mr.  Cretin  first  saw  her  eight  years 
ago.    At  that  time  her  mother  was  still 
living,  and  Mr.  C.  was  instrumental  of 
leatling  that   mother   to  Jesus;  she 
soon  after  died  ho[)efully  converted. 
Mr.  C.  for  various  reasons  ceased  visit- 
ing the  family;  but  |)Oor  Josephine, 
who  hap[)ily  can  read,  gathered  togeth- 
er a  New  Testament  and  some  reli- 
gious  tracts   vvhir-h    she    read,  and 
though  at  the  time  and  long  after, 
owing  to  her  timidity  and  habitual  si- 
lence, the  state  of  her  niind  was  not 


known,  still  these  produced  their  fruit. 

She  was  sometime  after  visited  by  Mr. 
Lefevre,  and  two  years  later  she  was 
not  only  converted  herself,  but  had 
been  instrumental  of  the  conversion  of 
her  nephew,  Isidore  Plaquet,  and  his 
mother,  and  had  now  come  several 
leagues  in  a  cart  expressly  to  accom- 
plish the  command  of  the  Savior.  It 
was  arranged  that  a  bath,  made  for  the 
purpose,  should  be  brought  over  from 
Genlis,  and  that  this  poor  Josephine, 
with  a  woman  of  Chauny,  should  he 
baptized  at  Lepoix's  on  Sunday  eve- 
ning after  our  return  from  Manicamp, 
where  the  meeting  was  to  be  holden 
that  day.  Accordingly,  after  breakfast 
on  Sunday  morning,  we  started  for 
Manicamp, — a  league  and  a  half  from 
Chauny,  —  the  heat  was  suffocating. 
The  friends  were  coming  from  two  to 
five  leagues,  so  that  an  early  breakfast 
and  a  brisk  step  were  required  to  bring 
thetn  to  Manicamp  in  time  for  the  ser- 
vice ;  yet  they  came,  male  and  female, 
old  men  and  maidens. 

Baptismal  scene  at  Manicamp — Good  words. 

The  meeting  began  at  eleven ;  at 
twelve  commenced  the  examination  of 
the  eight  candidates  for  baptism  and 
continued  just  one  hour.    I  never  wit- 
j  nessed  any  thing  of  the  kind  more 
I  satisfactory  ;  in  many  respects  it  as- 
1  sumed  a  theological  character,  Mr.  Le- 
j  poix,  for  the  advantage  of  the  Catholics 
present,    proposing  questions  whose 
j  correct  answers  could  he  the  result 
i  of  sound   thinking   alone.      At  one 
i  we  started  for  the  water.     The  dis- 
I  tance  was  very  considerable,  but  the 
!  cure  of  the  village  could  hari'.ly  on  St. 
'  Hubert's  day  niuster  so  numerous  a 
i  procession.     We  judged  that  it  was 
j  composed  of  at  least  five  hundred  per- 
I  sons.    The  bank  of  the  narrow  stream 
I  on  the  side  where  we  were,  was  most- 
I  ly  covered  with  saplings  and  under- 
;  growth  ;  the  opposite  bank  was  entirely 
i  free  ;  thither  there  was  a  continual  run- 
i  ning  togetlier  of  mer),  women  and  chil- 
!  dren,  many  from  their  labors  in  the 
1  field,  some  dressed,  some  with  naked 
arms,  some  barefoot  and  some  in  sabots. 
Two  small  skiffs  put  offinto  the  stream, 
to  enable  those  in  them  to  take  a  better 
view  of  the  ceremony.     Mr.  Lepoix 
was  obliged  to  descend  several  rods  to 
find  a  suitable  depth  of  water,  and  the 
unilergrowth  on  the  bank  prevented 
many^from  seeing.    A  sober  old  man, 
wearing  a  blouse,  stood  belbre  me,  and 
appeared  anxious  to  see  the  peribrni- 
ance.     I   told    him  to  put  his  arm 
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around  my  neck  and  hang  over  the  j 
bank,  while  I  grasped  a  sapling  with  i 
one  hand  and  made  fast  to  his  blouse  I 
with  the  other.  Mr.  Lepoix  baptized  j 
one  of  the  candidates, — the  old  gen- 
tleman repeated  the  words  after  him, — 
"au  nom  da  P^re,  et  du  Fits,  et  da  St. 
Esprit,  —  good  words,"  said  he,  "ex- 
actly as  the  {)riest  says."  "  Yes,"  I  re- 
plied, "  no  doubt,  but  the  act  is  not 
the  same."  "  No,"  said  he,  "  this  is  the 
gospel."  3fr.  Lepoix  baptized  ano- 
ther; the  same  repetition  by  the  old 
gentleman,  the  same  remaks,  and  then 
he  added, — "The  only  difference  be- 
tween us  and  you  is,  that  you  follow 
the  gospel."  "  I*recisely  so,"  1  replied, 
"and  you  do  not."  "That  is  it,"  said 
he.  jVlr.  L.  baptized  another.  After 
again  repeating  the  Ibrmula,  he  said, 
"  That  is  fine,  —  that  is  good,  —  good 
words, — ^just  as  we  say, — that  is  the 
gospel.  Are  you  |)aid  as  the  priests 
are?"  "No,"  I  replied,  "we  ask  no 
pay,  we  desire  nothing  but  liberty  to 
preach  and  practise  what  we  believe." 
"That  is  nice,"  said  he.  I  asked  hitn 
if  he  lived  at  Manicamp,  and  he  told 
me  that  he  did,  and  said  he  was  one  of 
those  whom  I  saluted  on  arriving  in 
the  morning.  He  continued  to  remark 
about  the  baptizing,  and  owned  that 
the  Catholics  for  centuries  baptized  by 
immersion,  that  it  was  the  gospel  way, 
but  the  Catholics  had  changed  it  into 
something  else.  When  the  ceremony 
was  ended,  he  took  his  arm  from  my 
neck,  lifted  his  cap  from  his  head, 
tlianked  me  and  was  going  away,  when 
a  laughing  on  the  opposite  side  drew 
our  attention,  and  we  saw  a  man  who 
had  taken  another  man  upon  his  back, 
and  who  walked  down  to  the  water 
where  it  was  very  muddy,  and  a[)pa- 
rently  made  an  effort  to  throw  his 
burden  into  the  stream  ;  but  not  sue-  I 
ceeding,  he  fell  down  into  the  mud, 
rolled  himself  up  )n  the  other  and 
began  plastering  his  face  with  mortar. 
My  old  gentle.-nan  seemed  indignant, 
and  cried  out,  Oes  libertins !  Des  vaga- 
bonds .'  In  a  short  time  the  man  un- 
dergoinij  the  operation  of  being  plas- 
tered extricated  himself,  ran  into  the 
stream  pursued  by  the  other,  and  as- 
cended the  current  with  a  great  deal  of 
splashinsr,  and  followed  by  the  shout- 
ing multiiiide  on  the  bank  till  a  bend  j 
in  the  stream  concealed  them.  This 
disorder  and  laughing,  which  would 
have  shocked  every  body  in  a  New 
England  congregation,  was  nothing 
thought  of;  it  did  not  occasion  the 
least  apparent  derangement,  or  seem 


i  to  be  thought  extraordinary.    It  is,  in- 

I  deed,  of  every  day  occurrence  when 
I  there  is  any  gathering.  The  effect  of 
j  this  baptizing  was  no  doubt  excellent. 
Mr.  Lepoix  required  of  every  one  a 
confession  of  his  faith  before  imtners- 
ing  him,  and  after  the  immersion,  still 
holding  the  candidate  by  the  hand,  he 
administered  a  charge  or  exhortation 
analogous  to  the  circumstances  of  the 
individual  or  to  the  relations  he  sus- 
tained. This  took  much  time,  but  ren- 
dered the  act  unusually  impressive. 
That  baptismal  scene  will  never  be 
forgotten.  When  all  were  dressed  the 
singing  ceased,  and  after  a  short  prayer 
we  all  returned. 

Baptisms  at  Chauny. 
It  was  now  3  o'clock.  We  dined, 
and  at  four,  as  we  were  going  to  the 
chapel,  I  hinted  that  we  had  got  much 
to  do  that  day  ;  but  Mr.  Lepoix  said 
the  bath  was  not  brought  and  Jose- 
phine would  not  be  baptized  that  eve- 
ning. Mr.  Pruvots  preached,  and  Mr. 
Cretin  broke  bread.  At  five  we  took 
leave  of  the  friends  and  returned  slow- 
ly to  Chauny, — the  heat  was  excessive. 
It  was  after  sunset  when  we  arrived, 
and  we  found  that  Madame  Lepoix  had 
procured  a  bath  and  had  all  in  readi- 
ness. As  soon  as  we  had  taken  a  little 
refreshment,  we  proceeeed  to  the  ex- 
amination of  the  two  candidates  and 
baptized  them.  After  the  baptism  the 
friends  sung,  conversed  and  [)rayed  till 
10  o'clock,  when  they  separated  ;  Mr. 
Lepoix  having  requested  those  of 
Chauny  to  come  in  next  morning  at  9 
o'clock,  to  break  bread  with  Josephine 
before  she  returned  to  her  distant  vil- 
lage. Soon  after  breakfast  next  morn- 
ing a  woman  of  Gen  lis,  who  came  to 
the  market  for  something,  called  in  and 
I  wished  to  be  baptized.  She  had  been 
severely  ))ersecuted  by  her  husband ; 
but  had  decided  to  obey  the  Savior, 
live  or  die.  She  was  baf)tized.  One 
of  those  baptized  the  previous  evening, 
said  she  would  call  in  Miss  Delaune, 
not  a  seller  of  purple,  but  daughter  of 
a  physician  of  Auvergne,  residing  at 
Manicamp  in  the  quality  of  linen-dra- 
per. She  came  and  witnessed  the  bap- 
tism,— she  was  also  present  the  eve- 
ning previous.  While  we  were  yet  re- 
jjoicing,  there  came  in  a  woman  of 
Chauny  and  said  she  must  be  bai)tized 
also.  She  was  examined  and  immers- 
ed. Mr.  Pruvots  then  broke  bread  to 
us.  All  this  time  Miss  Delaun6  was 
weeping,  but  she  could  no  longer  with- 
stand ;  she  expressed  a  wish  to  be  ex- 
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amined  and  baptized  also.  It  was 
done. 

One  of  the  young  men  baptized  the 
precetJin;:^  day  at  Maiiieainp,  was  a 
Savoyard.  1  told  hiin  on  .Monday  tliat 
when  he  returned  to  Savoy  he  wouUI 
be  our  tnissionary,  and  that  thron^ih 
his  means  we  would  enter  Italy.  This 
may  yet  prove  to  be  no  dream. 

We  have  never  passed  more  joyous 
days  together  in  France.  To  form 
any  idea  ol'  the  rejoining  of  these  re- 
deemed ones,  it  would  be  necessary  to 
see  and  know  them.  God's  work  is 
manifest  here;  this  is  glorious!  May  it 
aug/nent  an  hundred  fold. 

1  left  these  friends  on  Tuesday,  15th 
of  August,  and  returned  honie.  That 
same  (Jay  Mr.  Lepoix  and  his  friend, 
who  has  often  preached,  with  !Mr. 
Foulon,  went  to  hold  a  meeting  on  the 
momitain  of  Caillouel,  a  league  and  a 
half  from  Chauny.  It  is  a  lolty  hill ; 
they  had  more  than  200  hearers  and  a 
joyful  time.  On  coming  down  from 
the  mountain  the  friends  went  to  Be- 
thancourt,  hard  by,  and  held  a  prayer 
meeting,  which  proved  to  be  a  nielting 
time,  and  rendered  the  little  chapel 
there  a  Bethel  indeed  to  them  all. 


Greece. — Letter  of  Mr.  Arnold^  dated 
Corfu,  Aug.  8,  1848. 

Return  from  Piraeus — Sickness  of  Mrs.  Buel. 

My  last  letter  was  written  from 
Piraeus,  under  date  of  May  23d.  (See 
p.  331  of  the  August  nuiid)er.)  We 
arrived  houje  six  da\sago,  having  been 
absent  very  nearly  three  months.  The 
health  of  my  dear  wiJe  improved  ma- 
terially during  the  latter  half  of  our 
stay,  and  she  has  returned  in  nearly 
her  usual  health  at  this  trying  season 
of  the  year.  So  far  as  this  primary 
object  of  our  journey  is  concerned, 
therefore,  I  I'eel  that  we  have  reason 
for  satisfaction  and  gratitude.  Our 
stay  with  our  fellow-laborers  likewise 
gave  me  a  favoral)le  (»pportunity  to  re- 
vise with  br.  Buel  the  translatiotj  of 
the  Gospel  of  Luke,  wliico  was  the 
employment  that  chiefly  occupied  my 
lime  while  there.  It  was  pleasant  not 
to  be  entirely  deprived  of  the  privilege 
of  preaching,  though  our  congrega- 
tions, if  such  they  could  be  called, 
were  scarcely  more  than  double  the 
number  of  our  own  domestic  circle. 
A  Gre'  k  service  was  held  for  tliree 
Sabbaths  of  the  last  five  that  we  were 
at  P.;  OD  the  remaining  two  Sabbaths, 
VOL.  XXVIII.  54 


—the  last,— no  hearers  came.  An  un- 
expected visit  from  our  fan)iliar  and 
valued  friend,  R-v.  (ieorge  W.  Sam- 
son, of  Wa^^hington,  D.  C,  added  not  a 
little  to  our  happiness  while  at  P.  He 
sperjt  somewhat  more  than  a  week 
with  us,  on  his  return  from  the  East. 

We  left  our  dear  sister  Buel  con- 
fined to  her  bed,  and  a  severe  sufferer. 
She  is  subject  to  very  frequent  and 
very  painful  attacks  of  sickness,  and 
seems  to  us  to  require  a  temporary 
change  of  climate  and  scene, — some- 
thing more  than  a  visit  of  a  few  weeks 
to  some  other  part  of  the  Mediter- 
ranean. We  saw  sufiicient  reasons  to 
advise  her  to  comply  with  the  urgent 
wishes  of  her  friends  at  home,  that 
she  would  visit  them.  A  year  s[)ent 
in  America,  including  the  voyages  to 
and  fro,  woidd,  we  are  persuaded, 
effect  a  beneficial  and  lasting  cliange 
in  her  liealth.  But  I  do  not  know  that 
our  advice  will  make  sufficient  impres- 
sion to  induce  tfiem  to  mention  the 
subject  in  their  correspondence  with 
you. 

Progress  of  truth  at  Zante. 
Several  interesting  letters  from  Zante, 
received  since  I  wrote  last,  indicate  a 
pleasing  progress  in  the  knowledge  of 
evangelical  truth,  and  attachment  to  it. 
Several  friends  have  joined  their  con- 
tributions to  hire  a  house  in  the  centre 
of  the  town,  convenient  for  holding 
prayer  meetings,  and  for  preaching  as 
often  as  Mr.  K.'s  other  engagements 
may  |)erufit.  Mr.  P.  writes  me  that 
two  priests  and  a  monk,  whose  names 
he  gives  me,  have  resolved  to  declare 
themselves  in  favor  of  the  truth,  and 
are  preparing  a  statement  of  their 
views,  to  be  submitted  to  me.  One  of 
these,  who  is  in  comfortable  circum- 
stances, desires,  Mr.  P.  writes  me,  to 
fake  up  the  cross  as  a  preacher  of  the 
truth  ;  and  lor  this  purpose  wishes  to 
sj^etnl  some  time  in  preparatory  study, 
either  in  Malta  or  in  Constantinople, 
in  both  which  places  he  has  heard  that 
there  are  converted  brethren  engaged 
in  such  studies.  Mr.  P.  writes  that  he 
sees  much  encouragement  in  regard  to 
many  others;  but  anticipates,  and  not 
without  good  reason,  a  great  uproar 
when  the  persons  above  menlmned 
oijenly  declare  themselves.  1  have 
s;ince  learned  that  Mr.  K.  is  about  to 
visit  Corfu,  and  indeed  he  is  probably 
at  this  moment  in  the  city,  as  the 
Ionian  steamer  has  arrived  since  I 
be  "ran  this  letter.  Mr.  K.  has  formally 
requested  to  be  received  to  our  com- 
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munion.  He  says  he  has  not  been  to 
the  communion  in  the  Greek  church 
for  more  than  two  years,  liecause  his 
conscience  will  not  suffer  him  to  con- 
fess his  sins  to  a  priest,  who  has  no 
power  to  forgive  tliem.  You  see,  my 
dear  brother,  that  these  things,  wliile 
they  are  certainly  very  encouraging, 
place  me  in  a  new  and  difficult  po- 
sition, in  which  I  need  your  prayers 
for  grace  to  act  with  wisdom  and  faith- 
fulness. Had  we,  as  in  the  case  of  Mr. 
Y.,  evidence  that  these  persons  are 
new  creatures  in  Christ  Jesus,  my 
duty,  though  not  without  its  difficulties 
and  dangers,  would  be  r))uch  plainer 
and  more  pleasant  than  it  is  now.  But 
1  trust  the  Lord  is  in  these  movements  ; 
and  if  so,  he  will  not,  1  am  persuaded, 
leave  his  servant  to  commit  any  fatal 
error. 

It  is  ])leasant  to  see  the  horizon  of 
Europe  beginning  to  clear.  We  have 
better  ho|)es  now  than  for  some  months 
past,  that  the  Lord  will  save  us  from 
the  horrors  of  a  general  and  |)rotracte(l 
war.  Military  preparations  are  still 
going  on  here  very  actively  ;  but  the 
expectation  of  war  is  less  general.  In 
the  mean  time  we  have  tnuch  reason 
to  rejoice  that  rational  liberty  has  made 
a  progress  which  is  destined,  we  trust, 
never  to  be  retraced;  and  especially 
that  barriers  to  the  entrance  of  God's 
word  have  been  removed,  never,  we 
hope,  to  be  reconstructed. 

We  are  happy  to  find  dear  Mrs. 
Dickson  so  well.  She  feels  the  duties 
of  tiie  school,  indeed,  to  be  very  fa- 
tiguing this  hot  weather;  it  could  hard- 
ly be  otherwise  :  hut  she  is  quite  free 
from  any  symj)tonis  of  those  violent 
attacks  of  disease,  which  at  one  time 
succeeded  each  other  so  rapidly. 


Ojirwas.  —  Extracts  from  Mr.  Bing- 
hani's  Journal. 

Tiktjamina  station. 

March  17,  1848.  Visited  Tikramina 
again.  Found  the  Romish  priest  there, 
though  I  did  not  see  him.  He  had 
called  on  Mr.  Cameron,  and  they  had 
had  some  discussion.  He  found  that  br. 
Cameron  could  meet  him  in  French, 
Indian,  Litin  or  Greek,  and  could  go 
one  step  heyond  him  into  the  English. 
I  reached  tlje  place  on  Friday  evening, 
and  he  left  on  Saturday  morning. 

18.  P.  M.  Visited  the  Indians  at 
their  lodges.  In  the  evening  [)reached 
from  John  14:18.  "1  will  not  leave 
you  comfortless,  I  will  come  unto  you." 


19.  Lord's  day.  Preached  in  the 
morning  from  1  Pet.  8  : 9. 

P.  M.  Br.  Cameron  preached.  Ex- 
cellent attention  was  given. 

20.  Returned  home. 

May  *^0.  Have  just  returned  this 
evening  from  another  visit  to  Tiivvam- 
ina,  where  I  have  been  to  hold  a  sea- 
son of  prayer  with  the  brethren,  it 
being  the  anniversary  week  of  the 
American  Baptist  Missionary  Union. 
I  reached  there  on  Tuesday  P.  M.,  16th, 
and  found  that  the  brethren  had  al- 
ready commenced  the  services  with 
fasting,  and  we  observed  it  with  thetn 
the  season  tin-ongh.  I  left  on  Friday 
P.  M.,  but  the  brethren  proposed  hav- 
ing another  service  that  evening. 

Indians  of  Gooly's  Bay — Ravages  of  small- 
pox. 

25.  Started  for  Gooly's  Bay.  Camp- 
ed at  Gros  Cape. 

26.  Proceeded  on  our  way,  and 
witliin  llnee  or  four  miles  of  their  en- 
cam[)ment  met  the  Indians  in  their 
canoes  coming  out  to  Gros  Ca[)e.  Con- 
sequently we  retin'iied  with  then)  and 
encanjped  for  the  Sabbath. 

27.  Lord's  day.  Although  sadly 
annoyed  with  small  black  flies,  we  had 
two  regular  services  with  the  Indians, 
and  good  attendance. 

This  is  the  band  that  was  visited 
with  that  awful  scourge,  the  small-j)OX, 
last  winter.  1  learned  that  they  had 
twenty-six  cases  of  sniall-pox  and  vari- 
oloid, and  but  seven  deaths.  But  they 
were  all  adults,  and  it  has  almost  bro- 
ken up  the  bat)d.  The  Catholic  ()riest 
took  the  advantage  of  their  fright,  and 
made  it  a  fine  harvest  time  for  liim  ; 
but  still  they  listen  with  attention  to 
tny  preaching  when  I  visit  them,  and 
some  of  them  attend  our  meeting  when 
they  come  to  St.  Mary's,  instead  of 
going  to  theirs. 

1  found  a  little  boy  about  nine  years 
old,  who  had  lost  both  his  parents  and 
eldest  brother  with  that  disease  ;  and 
his  only  surviving  brother,  fifteen  or 
sixteen  years  of  age,  was  confined  to 
his  mat,  and  could  neither  walk  nor 
stand,  by  lameness  in  his  legs,  supposed 
to  be  the  relic  of  the  small-j)ox.  These 
two  hoys,  and  a  sister  who  in  age  was 
between  them,  were  in  a  most  forlorn 
and  destitute  condition.  Scarcely  had 
they  fifty  cents  worth  of  clothing  for 
the  whole.  The  little  boy  I  brought 
home  with  me,  and  have  received  him 
as  a  beneficiary;  and  *we  sent  some 
clothing  to  the  others  ;  and  also  some- 
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thing  to  heal  up  the  sores  of  the 
Lazarus, 

Religious  services  at  Garden  River. 
June  17.  Went  to  Garden  River; 
and  a  few  hours  after  1  arrived,  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Baridiani.  the  Methodist  mis- 
sionary, and  Rev.  iMr.  Price,  one  of  his 
brethren  in  the  njinistry,  also  came. 
As  1  was  there,  tfiey  finally  concluded 
to  go  down  to  Mr.  Church's  and  sf)end 
the  night.  Mr.  C.  is  a  Congregational 
brother,  living  two  or  three  miles  be- 
low but  previously  proposed  that  1 
should  preach  in  the  mornitig,  to  which 
I  consented.  Preached  in  the  evening 
at  the  old  chiefs. 

18.  Lord's  day.  This  morning 
learned  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Omera,  the 
Epi^scopal  missionary  at  Mrnidouani, 
arrived  yesterday  in  the  Gore,  the 
British  steamer,  and  will  be  here  in 
the  afternoon. 

At  h.'df  past  10  o'clock,  the  house 
where  tlie  Indians  assemble  was  filled, 
and  I  gave  them  a  discourse  frotn 
Isaiah  1st,  first  clause  ol'  the  2d  verse. 
At  1  o'clock,  Mr.  Haniham  gave  them 
a  discourse  from  Rev.  22:17;  and  at 
half  past  5,  .Mr.  Omera  gave  them  a 
discomse.  There  was  good  attend- 
ance at  all  these  services. 

19.  Stfu  ted  for  home  about  6  o'clock, 
and  reached  it  between  10  and  11. 

Members  of  Fort  William  church. 

Jidy  4.  Having  heard  that  some  of 
our  native  members  from  Fort  William 
were  on  their  way  down,  and  would 
be  here  sooji,  I  went  over  to-day  to  see 
if  they  arrived.  I  found  a  daughter  of 
the  old  chief,  who  had  wintered  at 
t\ie  place.  She  said  he  had  not  yet 
arrived,  but  she  expected  him  soon. 
In  al)out  an  hour  he  came,  and  1  had  a 
pleasant  interview  with  liim,  though 
short. 

5.  Our  good  old  brother,  the  chief, 
and  several  others  came  over  to  see 
us,  and  I  had  a  meeting  with  them. 
Before  they  left,  they  let  me  know  that 
they  were  destitute  of  provisions,  as 
they  had  caught  no  fish  since  they  had 
been  here.  Of  course  it  would  not 
<lo  for  me  to  let  them  suffer. 

7.  Went  over  in  the  forenoon  to 
see  them,  and  found  that  there  were 
four  men,  who  had  been  members, 
and  two  females;  but  one  of  the  men 
liad  been  drawn  oflT  by  the  Catholics. 
Preached  a  lecture  at  tlie  old  chief's 
lodge,  and  notified  our  church  meeting 
to  take  place  at  the  mission  room  at 
3  o'clock,  P.  M.    Several  of  them  came 


over  and  attended  it,  among  whom 
were  some  who  were  not  members, 
and  also  the  one  who  had  gone  over  to 
the  Catholics.     Some  of"  them  had 
j  some  confessions  to  make,  but  the  old 
chief  appeared  to  have  pursued  one 
I  steady,    undeviating    course.  They 
I  seemed  very   hun<;ry  for  preaching ; 
I  and  all  expressed  their  sorrow  at  being 
i  left  w  ithout  one  to  instruct  them  and 
j  break  to  them  the  bread  ol  lile. 
I     9.    Lord's  day.    A  goodly  number 
came  over  and  attended  meeting.  Our 
I  delinquent  brother  was  among  them. 
I  Had  a  prettv  interesting  meeting.  Text, 
Heb.  10 : 22,  23.    P.  M.,  Eph.  5:1,2. 

At  the  close  one  woman  came  to 
me,  took  me  by  the  hand,  and  with 
apparently  deep  feeling  thanked  me 
for  the  instruction  I  had  given  thetn. 
Said  she  was  very  glad  to  hear  the 
word ;  she  was  not  a  Christian,  and 
uas  not  able  to  do  all  that  she  had 
been  taught,  but  she  did  thank  me  for 
what  she  had  heard. 

12.  Br.  Cameron  and  his  family  ar- 
rived, also  some  of  the  Tikvarnina 
brethren  ;  consequently  we  were  pretty 
full. 

15.  Had  another  church  meeting, 
and  sf)ent  considerable  of  the  linje  in 
prayer  for  the  aid  and  guidance  of  the 
Holy  Spirit. 

16.  Lord's  day.  Had  a  full  meet- 
ing.   Br.  Cameron  preached. 

22.  Had  a  covenant  meeting,  and 
all  the  brethren  and  sisters  who  came 
down  the  lake  were  present,  also  br. 
Unikis,  who  had  wintered  at  Gooly's 
Bay,  and  br.  Akydo  and  his  wife,  mem- 
bers who  had  been  absent  from  us  for 
more  than  two  years.  The  minds  of 
several  of  the  brethren  seemed  to  re-  , 
main  dark,  and  they  did  not  feel  that 
penitence  that  appeared  to  them  and 
us  needful,  or  at  least  desirable.  And 
it  was  recommended  that  they  should 
have  a  season  of  deep  humiliation  and 
prayer  between  the  close  of  this  meet- 
ing and  the  conunencement  of  the 
meeting  to-morrow. 

23.  Lord's  day.  After  the  morning 
service,  the  dark  cloud  seemed  to  pass 
away  and  the  brethren  manifested 
something  of  a  proper  feeling.  Con- 
sequently we  proceeded  to  the  cele- 
bration of  the  Lord's  Supper.  Several 
stranirers  were  in,  among  whom  were 
a  nurnber  of  E|)iscopalian  brethren, 
who  expressed  themselves  highly  grat- 
ified with  the  services  and  the  appear- 
ance of  our  native  members. 

25.  On  the  evening  of  the  22d,  I 
called  to  see  a  young  man,  the  son  of 
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one  of  our  nei^libors,  \^lio  is  very  sick, 
ai  d  coiivei^ed  heely  wwi)  iiiiii  iilKHil 
tlie  coi.cei  lis  ot  lli!^  soul.  He  m|  ptartd 
to  lie  very  leiider,  iiiid  Itit  tlmt  lie 
stood  ill  need  ol  a  i:?avior.  He^ii^o  aji- 
})eared  lo  leel  it  a  jireat  privilej^e  to 
have  rne  pray  with  him.  To-day  I 
called  again  and  conversed  and  ])ra\ed 
with  him.  Although  he  appears  much 
better,  he  still  seems  to  leel  his  need 
of  a  Savior  as  deeply  as  when  1  called 


before.  May  God  grant  him  repent- 
ance unlo  lile  and  laith  in  his  Son. 

Aug.  J9.  1  he  hielhren  from  Fort 
\\  illiam  l  aving  returned,  had  another 
covenant  meetinji.  Fciund  them  in  a 
much  more  spiritual  state  than  betbre. 
They  appeared  to  be  quite  happy  and 
joyful. 

20.  Lord's  day.  Had  another  in- 
teresting communion  season  with  them, 
and  then  they  went  on  their  way. 


©t!)iT  Bcncnolcut  3u5tituilou5. 


Free  Church  or  Scotland. — Jour- \ 
nul  of  a  Missiojiary  Tour.  i 

The  following  extracts  are  from  a  jour- 
nal by  Lai  Behari  De  and  Jagadishwar 
Bhattacharjia,  two  young  native  converts 
connected  with  the  Calcutta  Institution  of 
the  Free  Church  of  Scotland. 

Conversitions  with  Brahmans. 

Jan.  4,  1848.  We  left  Calcutta  at  11 
A.  M.,  crossed  the  Hugh,  and  came  to 
Gulkea.  Our  party  consists  of  ourselves, 
two  Orissa  l)anUi-beiirers,  and  a  Moham- 
medan servant.  As  we  passed  through 
Gulkea,  several  hoys  that  could  read  Ben- 
gali came  running  to  us  for  tracts,  to  whom 
we  gave  some.  After  we  had  passed 
throujih  sonie  small  vill;iges,  we  came  to  a  i 
part  of  the  road  which  had  been  broken 
down  by  the  rains,  in  consequence  of  i 
which  a  large  quantity  of  water  was  lying  | 
on  both  sides.  W'e  got  out  of  this  broken 
baud  by  means  of  a  certain  kind  of  boat 
called  douga.  The  form  of  the  douga  is 
altogether  of  a  primitive  and  patriarch 
order.  It  reminded  us  of  the  rude  sim- 
plicity of  ancient  tiii.es,  and  of  races  of 
men  little  renioved  from  savage  life.  It 
made  us  feel  that,  noiwiihstanding  the  bra- 
vado of  "  Young  Bengul,^^  India  has  to 
run  through  a  vast  career  of  improvement 
before  she  can  rank  herself  with  the  civil- 
ized nations  of  the  world.  The  douga  is 
nothing  but  two  palm  trees  hollowed  out, 
-and  cormected  by  hair, boos  driven  through 
them.  Over  these  trees  is  spread  a  net-  j 
work  of  ban. boo  sticks.  Passing  again 
through  several  small  villages,  we  came  to 
Gagadishpur,  nearly  ten  miles  from  Cal- 
cutta. With  a  brahman  of  this  place  we 
had  the  following  conversation  : — 


Bra. — "  I  will  pat  you  a  question. 
Why  have  you  become  Christians  ?  Your 
forefathers  believed  in  Hinduism  :  are  you 
wiser  than  your  forefathers.'  —  are  you 
wiser  than  the  majority  of  your  country- 
men who  are  Hindus  ?" 

.dns.  —  "There  is  a  wisdom  of  this 
world,  and  there  is  wisdom  that  ♦  maketh 
wise  unto  salvation.'  Our  forefathers  and 
the  majority  of  our  countrymen  had  the 
wisdom  of  this  world  ;  but  God  of  his  in- 
finite mercy  hath  granted  to  us  the  wisdom 
that  maketh  wise  unto  salvation.  Besides, 
the  multitude  always  walk  in  the  broad 
way  that  leadelh  to  destruction." 

Bra. — "  The  use  of  wisdom  is  to  get 
money  and  honor." 

Ans. — "  That  is  the  end  of  worldly  wis- 
dom, but  the  highest  and  ihe  truest  end  of 
real  wisdom  is  the  salvation  of  the  soul." 

Bra.  —  "  Could  you  not  save  your 
soul  by  remaining  a  Hindu  ?  Are  not 
R — m — d  and  R — k — ne  (naming  two  ed- 
ucated Hindus  holding  high  Government 
situations)  still  Hindus.'" 

Jlna. — "  Hinduism  prescribes  no  effec- 
tual remedy  for  the  salvation  of  the  soul. 
As  for  educated  Hindus,  they  support  for 
fear  of  men  the  popular  superstition,  but 
really  despise  it  in  iheir  hearts.  They 
fear  men  more  than  God." 

Bra. — "  1  approve  of  their  conduct. 
They  are  everywhere  respected  and  hon- 
ored." 

A7is. — "  They  are  hypocrites  ;  and,  as 
such,  will  suffer  the  efftcts  of  the  just  dis- 
pleasure of  God." 

Bia.  —  "Hindu  hypocrites  are  better 
than  Christians." 

Ans. — "  It  is  written,  no  hypocrite  shall 
enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God." 

The  conference  ending,  we  gave  him  a 
copy  of  Wilson's  "  Exposure  of  Hindu- 
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ism  "  in  Bengali,  and  departed.    We  next 
went  to  the  respectable  fhrnily  of  ihe  Sens. 
We  took  our  seat  on  a  mat  where  several 
hud   been   silting.      About  tuenty  }oung 
nien  and  one  old  man,  gathered  around  us. 
A  young  brahman  (aged  upwards  of  twen- 
ty-five) put  us  the  following  question  : — 
Is  God  shagun  (that  is,  invested  with 
qualities),  or  nirguii  (destitute  of  quali- 
ties) ?"    to  which  we  replied,  "  God  is  \ 
possessed  of  attributes  ;  but  we  cannot  say 
that  he  is  shagun  in  the  Vedaniic  sense  of 
the  term,  which  includes  trtith,  feeling,  j 
and  darkness.    Truth  he  is  the  fountain  i 
of;   holy  feelings  he  has  ;   but  darkness,  j 
—  that  is,  moral  darkness, —  he  has  not." 
"  Why  did    God  create  man         "  To  ! 
serve,  glorify,  and   eu'py  him  forever." 
"  It  is  evident,  then,  that  God  is  selfish  ; 
for  he  creates  man  for  his  own  glory." 

God  is  infinitely  holy,  and  can  possibly 
have  no  selfishness.  Of  his  sovereign 
pleasure  he  created  man.  The  epiihet, 
'  selfish,'  can  never  be  applied  to  him. 
He  is,  indeed,  jealous  of  his  honor,  and 
desires  all  his  creatures  to  glorify  him  ; 
and  in  his  glory  consists  their  supreme  fe- 
licity. If  )ou  persist  in  calling  this  selfish- 
ness, as  you  may  in  calling  hiack  white, 
we  can't  help."  "  You  don't  know  any 
thing  of  Hinduism  ;  you  have  read  only 
the  bible,  and  have  become  Christians 
without  consideration."  "  We  know  Hin- 
duisD)  in  its  two-fold  aspect  of  Pol}  theism 
and  Vedaniism.  Examine  us  if  you  please. 
We  have  compared  it  with  Christianity, 
and  have  found  that  the  latter  is  the  only 
religion  that  can  save  a  sinner."  Here  the 
old  n;an  interposed,  and  said,  "  Do  you 
say  that  all  who  are  not  Christians  shall 
not  go  heaven  ?"  To  uhich  we  answered, 
*'  We  do  not  say  that  ;  it  is  not  our  own 
saying.  It  is  God  that  says,  '  There  is 
none  other  name  given  under  heaven  among 
men  whereby  they  must  be  saved.'  '  Eve- 
ning coming  on,  we  gave  them  some  tracts 
and  came  to  our  iim,  to  which  place  we 
were  followed  by  a  dozen  young  men,  to 
whom  also  we  gave  Bengali  and  English 
tracts,  gospels,  and  whole  testaments. 

Wednesday,  5.  Early  in  the  morning, 
after  reading  the  Word  of  life,  and  asking 
the  blessing  of  God  on  our  labors,  we  set 
out,  and  passing  ihrongh  many  villages, 
came  to  K.ilachhara  at  9  A.  INI.  Here  we 
stopped  the  whole  day.  After  some  re- 
freshment, we  went  to  the  Mitras,  the 
most  respectable  people  in  the  vilkige. 
We  met  some  members  of  the  faii.ily,  who 
requested  us  to  go  to  them  in  the  evening, 
as  they  would  be  at  leisure  at  that  time. 
We  accepted  the  invitation,  and  returned 
to  the  inn.  At  three  in  the  afternoon  we 
went  to  them  with  a  large  number  of  tracts. 


In  front  of  a  large  brick  building  we  saw 
several  men  sitting  under  a  bakul  tree. 
Of  these,  two  were  considerably  above 
fifty  years  of  age,  and  the  rest  somewhere 
about  thirty.    We  met  wiih  a  cordial  re- 
ception.   Two  of  them  were  playing  at 
chess,  and  the  rest  were  enjoying  it.  We 
saw  the  "  king"  made  captive  by  a  fatal 
checkmate.    It  may  be  noticed  here,  that 
the  majority  of  the  affluent  people  of  Ben- 
gal kill  their  evening  bouts  by  chess,  dice, 
cards,  &c.,  in  which  they  are  great  adepts. 
After  the  play  was  over,  a  brahman,  who 
had  read  some  portion  of  the  New  Tes- 
tament, discussed  with  us  in  the  follow- 
ing tnanner  : — "  Before  you  embraced  the 
Christian  religion,  had  you  seen  any  miracle 
performed  ?    I  have  read  some  parts  of 
your  shastra,  which  contains  nothing  but 
narrations  of  past  facts.    Have  you  seen 
any  miracle  performed  before  your  eyes?" 
"  We  have   seen  no  miracles  performed 
before  us  ;  for  the  age  of  miracles  is  past, 
neither  are  they  necessary.    But  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ    performed    many  miracles 
when  he  came  into  the  world  for  the  ex- 
piation of  the  sins  of  mankind  ;  accounts 
of  which  n.iracles  are  given  in  the  Gos- 
pels."     **  Krishna,   Rama,  and   all  our 
gods,  performed  niany  miracles  in  their 
days,  which  are  recorded  in  the  Puranas." 
"  The  miracles  which  the  Hindu  gods  are 
said  to  have  performed  are  supported  by 
no  evidence  whatever,  while  the  Christian 
miracles  are  supported  by  a  mass  of  the 
most  unexceptionable  evidence.    You  could 
see,  if  }ou  choose  to  go  to  Palestine,  many 
of  the  places  where  Jesus  worked  miracles. 
Even  enemies  did  not  deny  their  perform- 
ance."    "  There  are  traces  to  this  day  of 
the  bridge  that  Rama  laid  across  the  ocean 
that  separates  Lanka  from  the  continent." 
"Euiopeans  have  gone  into  Ceylon,  and 
are  now  settling  it  ;   and  they,  whether 
Christians  or  no  Christians,  agree  in  say- 
ing, that  there  are  no  such  traces."    "  Is 
it  possible  to  go  to  Lanka  ?    No  man  can 
go  to  Lanka.    Europeans  speak  lie  when 
they  tell  you  that  ibey  have  been  to  it." 
"  Your  educated  Hindu  countrymen  will 
tell  you  that  it  is  not  only  possible  to  go  to 
Cey;on,  but  that  Europeans  are  at  present 
settling  in  it."    "  You  have  seen  no  mi- 
racle yourselves,  why  then  do  you  believe 
in  Christianity  ?    Why  have  you  forsaken 
the  religion  of  your  countrymen  ?"  "Be- 
cause the  religion  of  our  countrymen  is 
false  ;  the  Hindu  gods  are  no  gods.  They 
were  beings  guilty  of  the  most  wicked  ac- 
tions.   You  have  read  the  Gospels,  have 
you  seen  any  sin  in  Jesus  Christ  ?"  "I 
confess  1  found  no  fault  in  Jesus,  and  be- 
lieve that  he  is  God.    I  confess,  also,  that 
the  Hindu  gods  committed  sinful  actions." 
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««  If  you  confess  that  the  Hindu  gods  com- 
mitted sinful  actions,  why  believe  in  them 
any  more  ?"  *'  "^I  here  is  one  important  con- 
sideration here  ;  all  things  are  possible 
with  God.  With  him  there  is  no  disiinc- 
tion  between  vice  and  virtue.  Whatever 
he  does  is  right.  Is  not  God  the  fulfiller 
of  every  wish  ?  If  a  votary  desires  to  be 
successful  in  an  act  of  fornication,  and 
prays  God  with  that  intention,  God  is 
bound   to   prosper  him  in   that  matter." 

You  speak  blasphemously  of  God.  God 
can,  indeed,  do  all  things  ;  but  he  can 
never  sin~  That  is  contrary  to  his  eternal- 
ly holy  nature.  You  are  taking  for  grant- 
ed that  the  Hindu  gods  were  real  gods, 
and  reasoning  from  that  to  their  impossi- 
bility of  sinning  ;  whereas  the  process  of 
argument  ought  to  be,  that  the  Hindu  gods 
have  comtnilted  sinful  actions,  as  you  ad- 
mit yourself,  and,  therefore,  are  no  gods." 

An  old  Sudra,  perceiving  his  system  to 
be  crumbling  into  pieces,  endeavored  to 
shift  the  current  of  conversation  by  say- 
ing. Well,  granting  that  your  religion  is 
true,  why  have  you  forsaken  the  religion 
of  your  masters?"  To  which  we  answer- 
ed, "  If  you  admit  the  Christian  religion 
to  be  true,  and,  consequently,  the  Hindu 
religion  to  be  false,  lor  there  can  be  but 
one  true  religion,  what  ought  a  wise  man 
to  do  but  forsake  the  latter  and  embrace 
the  former?"  'i'he  discussion  being  end- 
ed, we  gave  them  several  tracts.  To  the 
boys  of  an  adjoining  palsbala  we  also  gave 
some  tracts. 

Friday,  7.  This  day  we  stopped  at 
Panisheola,  in  the  house  of  a  student  of 
our  Calcutta  Institution,  who  had  request- 
ed us  to  go  to  his  village,  four  miles  dis- 
tant from  the  main  road.  We  were  enter- 
tained by  Gopal  (for  that  was  his  name) 
and  liis  fiiher  as  hospitably  as  the  rules  of 
caste  would  permit.  It  is  very  interesting 
to  observe  the  difference  of  the  grasp  of 
Hinduism  in  Calcutta  and  its  immediate  vi- 
cinity, and  in  places  far  ren)oved  fron) 
the  humanizing  influences  of  Christianity 
and  liberal  education.  In  tliis  place  the 
prohibitions  of  caste  are  more  strictly  ad- 
hered to  than  in  Calcutta.  The  wave  of 
Christianity  is  farther  and  farther  advanc- 
ing into  the  interior  of  the  country,  and, 
by  the  blessing  of  God,  will  not  stop  till 
it  shall  have  overtaken  the  whole  coun- 
try, and  left  a  precious  deposit  of  divine 
truth  in  the  soil  of  every  heart.  What 
a  great  privilege  to  be  employed  in  accele- 
rating the  progress  of  the  great  gulf-stream 
of  Christianity  !  W^e  gave  away  a  great 
many  tracts  to  several  applicants.  Aniongst 
the  many  conversations  that  we  had  wiih 
several  intelligent  people,  we  put  down 
the  following  particulars  of  a  lengthened 


discussion  we  had  with  Gopal's  priest. 
He  was  introduced  to  us  by  Gopal's  father, 
who  wished  us  to  give  him  some  Christian 
books.    We  put  into  his  hands  Wilson's 
"  Exposure  of  Hinduism,"  of  which  he 
read   in   our   hearing   upwards  of  three 
p;iges,  in  which  are  shown  the  geograph- 
ical and   astronomical  absurdities   of  the 
Hindu  religion.    When  he  came  on  to  read 
that,  according  to  the  Vedas,  rain  comes 
from  the  ojoon,  we  asked  him,  "  How  can 
you   believe  in  the  divine  inspiration  of 
those  books  wherein  is  asserted  the  mon- 
strous absurdity  that  rain  comes  from  the 
moon  ?   Have  you  never  seen  it  to  rain 
after  the  moon  had  gone  below  the  hori- 
zon ?"    To  which    the  priest  answered, 
"  The  sliastras  are  quite  right  when  they 
inform  us  that  rain  comes  from  the  moon. 
The  sun  and  moon  rest  on  a  mountain 
named  Sumeru,  and  thence  the  moon  gives 
forth  rain."        Where  is  this  imaginary 
mountain  situated  ?    for  no  traveller,  as 
yet,  has  had  the  good  fortune  of  seeing  it," 
"  Sumeru  is  the  mountain  whose  lower 
parts  are  the  infernal  regions,  whose  middle 
part  is  the  habitable  earth,  and  whose  top 
is  the  heavens.    There  are  seven  infernal 
regions,  seven  worlds,  seven  oceans,  and 
seven    heavens."    "If  Sumeru   be  such 
as    you    describe,    why    don't  we  see 
it?"      Tlie  shastras  say  that  it  cannot  be 
seen  by  mortal  men."    On  hearing  this, 
Gopal  and  two  young  men  laughed,  which 
confounded  the  poor  priest.     "  What," 
we  renewed,   "  according  to  your  shas- 
tras, is  the  distance  of  the  earth  from  the 
sun  ?"   "  The  distance  between  the  earth 
and  tiie  sun  is  800,000  miles."  "But 
accurate    ralculation     gives  95,000,000 
miles.      What  say  you  to  this?  Don't 
your  shastras  speak  absurdly  ?"    "  But 
how  have  Englishmen  succeeded  in  mea- 
suring the  distance  ?     I  think   it  is  im- 
possible  to    do    so  ;    the  only  source  of 
knowledge  in  this  matter  is  revelation." 
"  We  assure  you  we  can  as  accurately  cal- 
culate the  distance  between  the  earth  and 
ihe  sun,  as  we  can  measure  the  distance 
of  two  places  on  the  surface  of  the  earth. 
We  have  philosophical  instruruents  to  en- 
able us  to  do  this."    "  I  don't  believe 
that."    Gopal's  father  said  to  his  priest, 
"  I  am  surprised  to  hear  what  you  have 
now  said.    It  is  undoubtedly  possible  to 
calculate  the  distances   of  the   sun  and 
moon  from  the  earih.   Don't  \ou  yourselves 
calculate  the  solar  and  lunar  eclipses  ?  Fur- 
ther, what  ihe  Christian  babus  have  said 
of  philosophical  instruments  is  quite  true. 
I  niyself  sell  in  my  shop  of  '  marine  stores' 
at  Calcutta  an  instrument  called  the  mari- 
ner's compass.     It  is  constructed  with 
such  skill  that  its  needle  always  points  to 
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the  north,  in  what  direction  soever  you  ' 
turn  the  instruojent."    Gopal  said,  "  Eu- 
ropeans have  got,  in  England,  what  are 
called  railways,  and    they  are  going  to 
make  thpm  here  ;   so  that  in  a  few  years,  j 
if  you  choose,  you  could  go  to  Benares  ' 
in  a  day  or  two."    To  which  the  priest  ' 
said,      O  yes.  Englishmen  can  do  tnany 
wonderful  things."    Gopal's  friends  said,  \ 

You  brahriians  are  the  writers  of  our 
shastras,  in  which  you  have  said  such  ex- 
travagant things,  that,  if  we  would,  we 
could   not  undertake    to    defend  them."  ] 
These  friends  of  Gopal  were  brought  up  at  j 
our  Calcutta   Institution. — In    the  above  ! 
account,  one  thing  is  very  noticeable,  viz.,  ' 
the  influence  of  a  sound  English  education.  ! 
Of  wliat  innumerable   benefits  the  Free  1 
Church  Institution  of   Calcutta,  for  ex-  j 
ample,  is  the  fruitful  source,  it  is  impos- 
sible to  say.     If  it  has  brought  few  under 
the  saving  influence  of  vital  Christianity, 
it  has  directly   made  thousands  disbelieve 
in  the  religion  of  their  country,  and  has 
indirectly,  by  means  of  those  thousands, 
shaken  the  belief  of  hundreds  of  thousands. 
Thousands  are  in  the  position  of  those  con- 
cerning whotn  the  prophet  Ezekiel  sa)  s  : 
*♦  That  the  sinews  and  ihe  flesh  came  up 
on  them,  and    the    skin    covered  them 
above  ;  but  there  was  no  breath  in  them.'" 
Let  us  then  pray,     Come,  O  thou  blessed 
Spirit,  and  breathe  upon  these  slain,  that 
they  may  live." — Miss.  Record. 


Wesley  AN  Missions. — Cape  of  Good 
Hope  District.  j 

The  Wesleyan  Missions  in  this  district 
originated  about  thirty  years  ago,  when  the 
late  Kev.  J.  IM'Kenny,  and,  af;er  him,  the 
Rev.  Barnabas  Shaw,  were  sent  to  proclaim  j 
the  gospel  among  the  native  tribes  of  Africa. 
Although   the   Moravian   church   and   the  ; 
London  Missionary  Society  had  agents  in  i 
the  field  at  that  time,  yet  the  light  ofl 
Christian  truth  was  but  just  begiimiiig  to  j 
dawn  on  the  minds  of  the  original  inhal)i- 
tanls  ;   and  there  were  hundreds  and  even  j 
thousands  to  whom  a  Savior's  name  had  : 
never  been  proclaimed,  and  who  were,  in-  | 
deed,   perishing  for   lack  of  knowledge. 
Many  of  the  colored  people  were  slaves  to 
the  Dutch  colonists  ;   and  numbers  of  the 
Hottentots,  though  not  called  slaves,  were 
treated  as  such,  and   had  few  opportuni- 
ties  of  being   taught  the   things  of  God. 
Beyond  the  borders  of  the  colony,  too, 
there  were  tribes  and  nations  in  a  state  of 
the  grossest  darkness, — the  Namaquas  and 
the  Damaras,  who  had  scarcely  ever  been 
visited  by  Europeans,  and  were  in  a  con- 
dition the  most  wild  and  barbarous  ima- 


ginable. And  yet  these  wretched  people 
were  men.  They  possessed  immortal  souls. 
They  belonged  to  the  common  family  of 
mankind.  They  had  been  redeemed  by 
the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ.  Should  they, 
then,  have  been  left  in  heathenism  and 
sin  ?  Ought  not  something  to  have  been 
done  to  rescue  and  evangelize  them  ?  The 
Directors  of  the  Wesleyan  Missionary  So- 
ciety, with  others,  having  heard  of  their 
condition,  and  that  an  open  door  was  pre- 
sented in  South  Africa  for  the  introduction 
of  the  gospel  among  its  various  tribes,  re- 
solved, after  much  deliberation  and  prayer, 
to  take  possession  of  the  field  ;  and  how 
rich  has  been  the  harvest  that  it  has  al- 
ready gathered  !  At  first  the  work  was 
arduous,  and  there  were  many  adversaries. 
The  fallow  ground  had  to  be  broken  up, 
and  the  land  to  be  prepared  for  the  recep- 
tion of  the  precious  seed  ;  but  this  being 
efl^ected,  and  the  seed  scattered,  the  show- 
ers of  heaven  fell  upon  it,  and  the  rays  of 
the  Sun  of  Righteousness  burst  forth,  and 
soon  the  moral  wilderness  began  to  assume 
a  different  aspect  ;  and  now  v»  e  n)ay  adopt 
the  language  of  the  hymn,  and  say, — 

"  Hark  !  the  wastes  have  found  a  voice, 
Lonely  deserts  now  rejoice, 
Gladsome  hallelujahs  sin?, 
All  an-und  with  praises  ring. 
Lo  I  abundantly  they  bloom, 
Lebanon  is  hither  come  ; 
('armel's  stores  the  heavens  dispense, 
Sharon's  fertile  excellence  " 

Is  it  not  a  cheering  fact  that  in  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope  District  alone,  exclusive  of 
the  .Albany  and  Katfraria  and  Bechuana 
Districts,  there  are  now  eighteen  chapels, 
ten  missionaries,  1,385  church  members, 
of  whom  many  were  originally  heathens, 
and  not  less  than  2,300  children  and  adults 
taught  in  the  mission  schools.'  Are  not 
such  results  as  these  sufficient  to  encou- 
rage the  friends  of  missions,  and  to  excite 
them  to  yet  gre;iter  zeal  and  effort  These 
statistics,  however,  give  a  very  inadequate 
idea,  as  all  statistics  must  do,  of  the  extent 
of  missionary  influence  in  the  district.  It 
is  estimated  that  upwards  of  9,000  persoris, 
many  of  them  residing  in  the  fir-distant  in- 
terior of  the  continent,  are  more  or  lesa 
under  the  pastoral  charge  of  the  Wesleyan 
missionaries  ;  and  then,  the  natives  of 
South  Africa,  on  becoming  partakers  of  the 
gospel  and  its  blessings,  are,  almost  invari- 
ably,  exceedingly  zealous  in  spreading 
abroad  amongst  their  heathen  neighbors  the 
tidin«rs  they  have  heard  from  the  mission- 
aries°  lips  ;  and  thus  is  Christian  truth 
diffusing  itself  through  the  land,  and  it  will 
diffuse  hself  until  it  has  leavened  the  whole 
lump.  A  future  day  will  declare  the  ac- 
tual results  of  the  culture  bestowed  on  this 
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formerly  moral  waste  ;  and  then,  doubt-  1 
less,  it  will  appear,   that  neither  did  a 
Threlfali  die  by  cruel  h;inds,  nor  a  Cook  ! 
expire  in  the  very  prime  of  life,  nor  a  Shaw 
and  a  Hodgson  toil  with  unremitting  zeal, 
in  vain. 

One  of  the  most  gratifying  features  in 
the  present  aspect  of  our  missions  in  South 
Africa  is,  the  general  willingness  of  the 
aborigines  of  the  country  to  receive  the 
gospel.  New  openings  are  presenting  j 
themselves  in  every  direction.  In  the  j 
Port-Natal  settlement  on  the  east,  among  j 
the  Bechuana,  Barnputsi,  and  many  other 
tribes  in  the  north,  as  well  as  atnong  ihe 
Namaquas  and  the  Damaras  towards  the 
west,  the  fields  are  white  and  ready  to 
harvest.  It  would  seem  as  though  the  : 
inhabitants  of  South  Africa  had  become 
convinced  of  the  truth  and  value  of  Chris- 
tianity, and  conscious  that  it  alone  can 
remedy  the  moral  disorders  under  which 
they  suffer.  I  do  not  say  that  they  are 
generally  disposed  to  receive  tlie  truth  in 
the  love  of  it,  and  that  we  have  grounds  to 
expect  any  very  large  additions  to  the 
church  of  Christ  immediately  ;  but  this  I 
think,  that  a  spirit  of  inquiry  is  abroad, 
that  the  missionary  is  almost  every  where 
respected  and  beloved,  that  few  will  re- 
fuse to  listen  to  his  message  ;  nay,  that 
many  influential  chiefs  of  various  tribes 
are  repeatedly  sending  the  most  urgent  re- 
quests for  pistors  to  instruct  them  and  to 
guide  them  to  the  truth. — Rev.  T.  Smith 
in  Wesleyan  Miss.  JVolices. 


Church    Missionary  Society, 
(Eng  ) 

Summary. 

Missions  12  :  stations  102, — being  in 
Western  .Africa  14  :  Abbekuta  2  ;  East 
Africa  1  ;  Mediterranean  3  ;  China  1  ; 
North  India  21  ;  Western  India  4  ;  South 
India  18  ;  Ceylon  6  ;  Nrw  Zealand  23  ; 
West  Indies  3  ;  North- West  America  6. 
Laborers  (including  wives)  1,619  ;  consist- 
ing of  118  English,  of  whom  9  are  at 
home  ;  7  Lutheran  and  14  native  or  coun- 
try-born clergymen,  of  whom  106  are  mar- 
ried, and  of  whom  1  is  in  England  ;  34 
European  lay  assistants,  of  whom  32  are 
married,  and  of  whom  1  is  at  home  ;  9 
European  female  teachers  ;  1,131  native 
or  country-born  male,  and  168  female  as- 
sistants. Communicants  13,010, — semi- 
naries and  schools  551, — scholars  23,965, 
of  whom  15,129  are  boys,  5,188  are  girls  ; 
of  1,020  the  sex  is  not  metioned,  and 
2,628  are  youths  and  adults.  The  num- 
ber of  schools  and  scholars  does  not  in- 


clude those  in  New  Zealand  ;  and  of  some 
of  the  other  missions  the  returns  included 
are  those  printed  last  year. — Miss.  Reg. 


London  Missionary  Society. 

Summnry  view  of  the  Society. 

The  number  of  the  Society's  missiona- 
ries has  received  an  increase  of  eight  dur- 
ing the  year  :  it  now  amounts  to  173,  ex- 
clusive of  their  wives  and  children,  many 
of  whom  are  most  effective  coadjutors  in 
various  labors  of  love.  The  number  of 
native  agents,  including  evangelists,  pas- 
tors and  teachers,  so  far  as  the  returns 
enable  us  to  ascertain,  is  upward  of  700. 

The  aggregate  additions  to  our  missions 
cannot  be  stated,  as  the  reports  from  some 
distant  stations,  with  which  the  means  of 
communication  are  uncertain  and  not  fre- 
quent, have  not  come  to  hand  ;  but,  frorr» 
the  returns  actually  received,  the  Directors 
are  thankful  in  being  able  to  state  generally 
that  the  increase  has  been  large  ;  while 
the  character  of  many  of  the  converts,  in 
contrast  with  their  former  habits,  affords  a 
striking  confirmation  of  the  faithful  sa^-ing, 
that  Jesus  Christ  came  into  the  world  to 
save  siujiers,  even  the  chief. 

Thirty  individuals,  including  both  sexes, 
have  been  sent  forth  by  the  Society  during 
the  year  to  various  fields  of  mi"<sionary 
service.  Of  these,  eleven  are  tried  labor- 
ers, returning  with  renovated  strength,  and 
nineteen  are  additions  to  the  missionary 
band.  There  have  gone  to  the  West 
Indies  3,  to  Polynesia  8,  to  India  4,  to 
China,  including  3  native  evangelists,  15. 

Receipts  of  the  year,  ^£83, 463  5s.  lOd.  ; 
payments,  £79,265  5s.  Id. 


American    Baptist  Publication 

SOCI ETY. 

The  ninth  annual  meeting  of  the  Ameri- 
can Baptist  Publication  Society  was  held 
in  Philadelphia  on  Wednesday,  April  29, 
1848. 

During  the  year  ending  April  15,  1848, 
the  receipts  were  $20,927,22,  of  which 
amount  the  receipts  from  book  sales  were 
S13,360,32.  Sixty  thousand  volumes 
were  put  into  circulation.  Fourteen  hun- 
dred pages  of  stereotype  plates  were  added. 
Twelve  ministers  and  ten  Sunday  schools 
were  furnished  with  libraries.  Grants  of 
books  and  tracts  were  made  to  mission- 
aries, societies,  and  individuals,  amount- 
ing to  .$500. 

Eighteen  colporteurs  had  labored  in  ten 
States  ;  three  of  them  were  Gerinan. 
Their  efforts  had  resulted  in  the  conversion 
of  many  souls. 
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The  pledges  to  the  Ten  Thousand  Dol- 
lar Fund  amounted  to  $8,000.  The 
Building  Fund  is  ^1,659.  The  stock  of 
books,  tracts,  stereotype  plates,  &c.,  is 
worth  $16,070. 

One  hundred  dollars  had  been  remitted 
to  Rev.  J.  G.  Oncken,  to  publish  tracts  in 
Hungary.  Grants  of  books  and  tracts  were 
made  to  France,  Africa,  China,  Burmah, 
Canada,  Indian  Territory  and  Oregon. 

The  whole  number  of  publications  in  the 
Society's  list  is  two  hundred  and  thirty- 
eight,  of  which  fifty-six  are  bound  volumes. 

Addresses  were  made  by  Rev.  F.  Wil- 
son, Rev.  J.  B.  Olcott,  Rev.  James  E. 
Welch,  Thomas  Wattson,  Esq.,  and  Rev. 
T.  S.  Malcom.  Among  the  otficers  elect- 
ed fur  the  ensuing  year  were  Rev.  J.  H. 
Kennard,  President  ;  Rev.  T.  S.  Malcom, 
Corresponding  Secretary  ;  and  Rev.  B.  R. 
Loxley,  Depository  Agent  and  Assistant 
Treasurer. 


American  Board  of  Commission- 
ers FOR  Foreign  Missions. 

Report  of  the  Prudential  Committee,  on 
the  control  to  be  exercised  over  Alis- 
sionaries  and  Mission  Churches. 

The  following  Report  was  submitted  to 
the  Board  at  its  late  annual  meeting  ;  but 
*'  as  the  members  had  not  time  to  give  the 
subject  that  considerate  attention  which  its 
importance  demanded,"  its  final  disposition 
was  postponed  to  the  next  year.  The 
document  is  one  of  great  interest,  in  all  its 
bearings  ;  and  as  it  embodies  the  matured 
results  of  a  large  observation  and  long  ex- 
perience, we  shall  do  our  readers,  we 
think,  an  acceptable  service  in  publishing 
it  entire,  without  committing  ourselves 
thereby  to  the  advocacy  of  every  sentiment 
which  it  contains. 

The  Board  adopted  the  following  Reso- 
lution at  its  last  Annual  Meeting,  viz.  : — 

That  the  Prudential  Cotnmittee  be  re- 
quested to  present  a  written  report,  at  the 
next  annual  meeting,  on  the  nature  and 
extent  of  the  control  which  is  to  be  exer- 
cised over  the  missionaries  under  the  care 
of  the  Board  ;  and  the  moral  responsibility 
of  the  Board  for  the  nature  of  the  teaching 
of  the  missionaries,  and  for  the  character 
of  the  churches."  The  Prudential  Com- 
mittee have  attended  to  this  duty,  and 
present  the  following  Report. 

It  will  be  seen,  that  this  call  upon  the 
Prudential  Committee  involves  a  discus- 
voL.  xxviii.  5n 


sion  of  the  whole  working  of  the  system  of 
Foreign  Missions.     We  must  determine 
the  ecclesiastical  standing  and  liberty  of 
missionaries,  and  of  the    churches  they 
gather  among  the  heathen  ;  inquire  whether 
ecclesiastical  liberty  be  not  as  safe  for  mis- 
sionaries abroad,  as  for  pastors  at  home, 
and  whether  missionaries  and  pastors  are 
not  in  fact  controlled  by  similar  means  and 
I  influences  ;  show  in  what  manner  mission- 
,  aries  are  obtained,  what  are  the  nature  and 
I  force  of  their  voluntary  engagements,  what 
,  are  the  powers  and  responsibilities  of  the 
j  Board,  and  what  is  the  actual  extent  of 
the  claims  of  missionaries  upon  the  Board 
j  and  upon  the  churches.    This  will  exhibit 
I  the  working  of  the  principle  of  volun- 
i  tary  association  in  missions,  involving,  as 
!  the   main  reliance,    influences   that  bear 
directly    on   the    reason,    judgment  and 
,  heart,    and    a    brief  mention    must  be 
j  made   of  the  more   important   of  these 
I  influences.      I'he   Prudential  Committee 
I  will  also  be  expected  to  show  the  adap- 
'  tation  of  the  constitution  of  the  Board  to 
its  various  trusts  and  duties.    In  respect 
to  the  native  mission  churches,  the  inquiry 
1  will  arise,  how  far  they  ought  to  be  inde- 
pendent of  the  jurisdiction  of  all  bodies  of 
men  in  this  country  ;   how  they  are  to  be 
trained  to  self-support  and  self-government; 
what  expectations  it  is  reasonable  to  cher- 
ish concerning  them  ;  and  what  are  the  re- 
I  sponsibilities  of  the  Board  for  the  teaching 
of  the  missionaries,  and  for  the  character 
of  the  mission  churches. 

I.    The  Missionaries. 

I.    The  ecclesiastical  liberty  belonging  to 
JMissionaries. 

The  Board  affirmed  at  Brooklyn,  in  the 
year  1845,  that  "  the  missionaries  acting 
under  the  commission  of  Christ,  and  with 
j  the  instructions  of  the  New  Testament  be- 
fore them,  are  themselves  at  first,  and  sub- 
I  sequently  in  connection  with  the  churches 
I  they  have  gathered,  the  rightful  and  exclu- 
i  sive  judges  of  what  constitutes  adequate 
i  evidence  of  piety  and  fitness  for  church- 
fellowship  in  professed  converts." 

It  was  doubtless  intended,  by  this  decla- 
ration, to  recognize  the  missionaries  under 
the  care  of  the  Board  as  entitled  to  equal 
liberty,  in  all  ecclesiastical  matters,  with 
ministers  at  home.  They  certainly  are 
equally  the  ministers,  messengers,  and  am- 
bassadors of  Christ  ;  they  equally  receive 
from  him  their  call,  commission,  office  and 
work.  As  a  body,  they  sustain  to  the 
churches  at  home  a  relation  equally  as 
close  as  do  the  body  of  the  pastors.  The 
several  Christian  denominations  acting 
through  the  Board  have,  in  all  practicable 


434       Other  Benevolent  Institutions. — ^w.  Board  of  Com,  for  For.  Miss.  [Nov. 


ways,  given  to  the  missionaries  it  has  sent 
forth,  their  countenance,  sanction  and 
adoption.  "  These  missionaries,"  says  a 
standard  work  on  the  Constitution  of  the 
Congregational  Churches,  "  may  justly  be 
considered  as  sent  abroad  by  the  churches, 
inasmuch  as  they  are  supported  by  their 
contributions,  attended  by  their  prayers, 
and  protected  by  tlieir  constant  solicitude. 
It  is  true  that  the  immediate  agents,  in  de- 
signing and  arranging  their  departure,  are 
Missionary  Societies  ;  but  these  Societies, 
when  the  subject  is  rightly  considered,  are 
only  the  agents  and  representatives  of  the 
churches."*  It  should  be  added,  that  the 
missionaries  are  ordained  to  their  office,  as 
really  as  pastors,  and  by  the  direct  repre- 
sentatives of  the  churches,  and  with  the 
same  formalities,  and  almost  always  with 
the  knowledge  that  they  are  to  be  sent 
forth  and  directed  by  the  Board.  In  this 
manner,  the  Board  itself  has  been  recog- 
nized by  the  churches  and  accredited  as  an 
agent  in  the  work  of  foreign  missions  ;  as 
it  has  been,  also,  by  resolutions  and  other 
formal  acts  of  General  Associations,  S)  nods, 
and  General  Assemblies,  and  by  thousands 
of  collections  in  aid  of  its  funds  made  in 
the  house  of  God  on  the  Sabbath,  and  at 
other  times  and  places,  with  the  concur- 
rence of  pastors  and  churches. 

The  denial  that  a  missionary  is  an  office- 
bearer until  a  Christian  church  has  invited 
hi(n  to  take  the  oversight  of  it  in  the  Lord, 
is  made  in  utter  forgeifulness,  as  it  would 
seem,  of  the  commission  by  which  a 
preaching  ministry  was  originally  instituted. 
The  primary  and  preeminent  design  of  that 
commission  was  to  create  the  missionary 
office,  and  to  perpetuate  it  till  the  gospel 
should  have  been  preached  to  every  crea- 
ture. 

It  is  not  claimed  for  missionaries  that 
they  are  Apostles,  since  they  have  not  the 
"  signs  of  an  Apostle,"  and  since  the  apos- 
tolical office  was  not  successive  and  com- 
municable to  others.  That  office  was  ex- 
traordinary, in  the  range  both  of  its  objects 
and  its  powers,  and  the  Apostles  can  have 
no  proper  successors.  Missionaries  are 
Evangelists.  They  do  the  work  of  Evan- 
gelists, and  such  they  are, — as  Timothy 
and  Titus  were  in  the  primitive  missions, 
and  as  Eusebius  says  many  were  in  the 
second  century.  "  These,"  says  that  his- 
torian, "  having  merely  laid  the  founda- 
tions of  the  faith,  and  ordained  other  pas- 
tors, committed  to  them  the  cultivation  of 
the  churches  newly  planted  ;  while  they 
themselves,  supported  by  the  grace  and 
cooperation  of  God,  proceeded  to  other 
countries  and  nations."    The  method  of 


*  Upham's  Ratio  Disciplins,  p.  128. 


conducting  missions  has  indeed  been  con- 
siderably modified  by  the  altered  condition 
of  the  world  ;  rendering  it  possible  to  send 
forth  a  far  greater  number  of  missionaries 
than  in  ancient  times,  and  to  augment  their 
value  as  instruments  and  to  accelerate  what 
may  be  called  national  conversions,  by 
sending  missionaries  forth  in  the  family 
state,  and  making  their  labors  less  itinerant 
and  transitory  than  in  early  times  ;  but  the 
true  relation  of  missionaries  to  the  church- 
es at  home,  and  to  the  heathen  world,  ap- 
pears to  be  that  of  Evangelists. 

Considering  the  weakness  and  wayward- 
ness so  generally  found  in  men  just 
emerging  from  heathenism,  native  pastors 
must,  for  a  time,  and  in  certain  respects, 
be  practically  subordinate  to  the  mission- 
aries, by  whom  their  churches  were  form- 
ed, and  through  whom,  it  may  be,  they 
are  then)selves  partially  supported.  This 
is  true,  also,  of  the  mission  churches, — as 
will  be  explained  in  another  part  of  this 
report.  Should  a  practical  parity,  in  all 
respects,  be  insisted  on  between  the  mis- 
sionaries and  the  native  pastors,  in  the 
early  periods  when  every  thing  is  in  a 
forming  state,  it  is  not  seen  how  the  native 
ministry  can  be  trained  to  system  and 
order,  and  enabled  to  stand  alone,  or  even 
to  stand  at  all.  As  with  ungoverned  chil- 
dren, self-sufficiency,  impatience  of  re- 
straint, jealousy,  and  other  hurtful  pas- 
sions will  be  developed.  The  native  pas- 
tors themselves  are,  for  a  season,  but 
"  babes  in  Christ,"  children  in  experience, 
knowledge  and  character.  And  hence  mis- 
sionaries, who  entertain  the  idea  that  ordi- 
nation must  have  the  effect  to  place  the 
native  pastors  at  once  on  a  perfect  equality 
with  themselves,  are  often  backward  in  in- 
trusting the  responsibilities  of  the  pastoral 
office  to  natives.  They  fear,  and  justly, 
the  effects  of  this  sudden  con)parative  ex- 
altation ;  especially  when  aggravated  by 
ordination  formalities  multiplied  and  mag- 
nified beyond  the  scriptural  precedents  ; — 
involving  a  convocation  of  ministers  and 
people,  an  ordination  sermon,  a  formal 
charge,  perhaps  a  right-hand  of  fellowship, 
and  possibly  an  address  setting  forth  the 
importance  of  the  occasion, — in  place  of 
the  simple  laying  on  of  hands  and  prayer, 
as  in  the  apostolical  ordinations.  All  this 
may  be  well  in  old  Christian  communities  ; 
but  whatever  advantages  it  is  supposed  to 
have  among  the  heathen,  these  are  thought 
to  be  overbalanced  by  its  tendency  to  in- 
flame the  self-conceit  and  ambition  remain- 
ing in  the  heart  of  the  heathen  convert, 
however  carefully  he  may  have  been  edu- 
cated in  the  doctrines  and  duties  of  Chris- 
tianity. We  scarcely  need  any  great 
amount  of  experience,  indeed,  when  our 
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thoughts  are  once  turned  to  the  subject, 
to  see  that  there  is  wisdom  in  the  apos- 
tolical view  of  the  pastoral  office  in  mis- 
sion churches,  and  in  their  mode  of  bring- 
ing forward  a  native  ministry  and  training 
it  for  independent  action. 

It  must  be  obvious,  that  the  view  just 
taken  of  this  subject  involves  no  danger 
to  the  future  parity  of  the  native  minis- 
try, considered  in  their  relations  to  each 
other  ;  for,  in  the  nature  of  things,  the 
missionary  office  is  scarcely  more  succes- 
sive and  communicable  to  the  native  pas- 
tors, than  was  the  apostolical  office  to 
evangelists. 

The  point  specially  insisted  on  is  this, — 
that  ministers  of  the  gospel  lose  none  of 
their  ecclesiastical  standing  and  liberty  by 
engaging  in  the  work  of  foreign  missions. 
Ko  plea  for  abridging  their  ecclesiastical 
liberties  can  be  founded  on  the  fact  of  their 
support  coming  from  the  churches  at  home; 
because  the  obligation  of  the  churches  to 
support  missionaries,  rests  on  precis-ely  the 
same  basis  with  the  obligation  of  mission- 
aries to  become  such.  Both  the  service 
and  the  support  are  to  be  rendered  as  a 
duty  owed  to  Christ.  The  one  is  no  more 
voluntary,  no  more  optional,  no  more  a 
work  of  supererogation,  than  the  other. 
Missionaries  are  no  more  objects  of  charity, 
or  beneficiaries,  than  are  pastors  at  home. 
Tlieir  labors  as  truly  entitle  them  to  a 
support  from  some  quarter.  When  the  re- 
ality of  the  missionary's  call  from  the 
Head  of  the  Church  to  go  on  a  mission  has 
been  settled  by  competent  and  acknow- 
ledged testimony,  an  obligation  arises  and 
exists  somewhere,  to  send  him  forth  and 
support  him.  And  after  he  has  gone  into 
the  field,  he  can  no  more  properly  be 
starved  out  of  his  appropriate  liberty  by 
those  to  whom  he  looks  for  support,  than 
he  can  be  legislated  out  of  it  by  those  who 
direct  his  labors.  Nor  do  missionaries  be- 
couje,  in  any  servile  sense,  the  servants  of 
those  who  support  them  ;  they  are  not 
their  hired  servants,  but  their  fellow-ser- 
vants. Christ  is  their  common  spiritual 
Head,  and  he  sends  his  missionaries  forth 
a  free  ministry.  And  the  Board  seeks  to 
accommodate  itself  to  this  principle  in 
Christ's  kingdom.  "  With  great  care  it 
seeks  out  competent  men  as  missionaries 
and  worthy  of  confidence  ;  and  then  sends 
them  out  under  the  broad  commission  of 
the  great  Head  of  the  Church,  to  preach 
the  gospel  to  every  creature, — themselves 
free,  to  propagate  a  free  Christianity  in  the 
field  of  their  labors.  With  a  scrupulous 
regard  for  the  rights  of  the  missionaries  in 
this  particular,  it  places  them  among  the 
perishing  heathen,  to  gather  as  many  as 
possible  into  the  fold  of  Christ,  and  there 


leaves  them,  in  the  free  and  untramelled 
exercise  of  their  own  judgment,  under  a 
due  sense  of  accountability  to  Christ,  to 
decide  on  the  spot,  in  each  particular  case 
as  it  occurs,  what  is  sufficient  evidence  of 
genuine  conversion,  and  what  is  the  proper 
and  sufficient  ground  for  the  admission  of 
the  heathen  convert  to  the  privileges  of  the 
Christian  church."* 

When  the  Committee  come  to  treat  of 
the  checks  and  influences  under  which 
missionaries  operate,  it  will  be  seen  that 
this  degree  of  liberty  is  compatible  with 
as  perfect  a  responsibility,  as  is  attainable  in 
the  present  state  of  human  nature  and  of 
the  world.  But  it  is  important  to  remark 
here,  that  this  responsibility  can  never  be 
perfectly  enforced  except  by  guarding  the 
religious  liberties  of  missionaries  with  the 
most  scrupulous  care.  Men  must  be  free, 
and  n)U8t  feel  that  they  are  free,  in  order 
to  rise  to  the  full  capacity  and  dignity  of 
moral  agents,  and  be  subjected  to  the  full 
control  of  law,  reason,  and  the  moral  sense. 
And,  of  all  gospel  ministers,  the  mission- 
ary among  the  heathen  most  needs  to  have 
his  mind  and  spirit  erect,  and  to  feel  that 
all  good  men  are  his  brethren.  This  is 
necessary  to  the  unity,  peace,  order  and 
efficiency  of  every  mission.  The  law  of 
liberty  is  an  all-pervading  law  in  Christ's 
kingdom. 

2.    How  the  responsibility  of  .Missionaries 
is  secured. 

So  far  as  the  Committee  can  rely  on  the 
experience  of  more  than  thirty  years,  they 
regard  it  as  not  less  safe  to  concede  eccle- 
siastical liberty  to  missionaries,  than  to 
pastors.  And  how  eminently  safe  it  has 
been  at  home,  the  last  two  centuries  can 
testify.  In  each  of  the  denominations  of 
Christians  represented  in  this  Board,  the 
understanding,  conscience,  and  heart  of 
ministers  are  supposed  to  operate  with 
equal  freedom  in  the  performance  of  their 
spiritual  duties  ;  and  it  is  the  prevalent  be- 
lief, in  each  of  these  denominations,  that 
this  liberty  could  not  be  advantageously 
diminished. 

What  the  Prudential  Committee  are  to 
show  is  th\s:— That  foreign  missio7i- 
aries  are  subjected  to  similar  controlling 
influences  with  pastors  at  home.  These 
influences  are  exerted  in  the  selection  of 
missionaries  ;  in  their  voluntary  engage- 
ments ;  in  the  terms  of  their  pecuniary 
support  ;  in  their  mutual  watchfulness  over 
each  other  ;  and  in  the  direct  influence  of 
truth  upon  their  minds  and  hearts. 

1.  Missionaries  are,  in  an  important 
sense,  selected  for  the  work,  and  it  thus 


Prof.  William  Smyth,  of  Bowdoin  College. 
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comes  to  pass  that  they  have,  as  a  body, 
a  trust-worthy  character. 

The  Board  does  not,  indeed,  extend  a 
"  call  "  to  them,  as  churches  do  to  those 
whom  they  would  have  for  their  pastors. 
This  has  sometimes  been  recommended,  as 
preferable  to  the  course  now  pursued. 
But  few  missionaries  would  be  obtained 
in  this  way.  The  missionary  spirit  has 
not  yet  strong  hold  enough  upon  the 
churches,  or  upon  the  colleges  and  theo- 
logical seminaries,  for  the  adoption  of  such 
a  plan.  Were  the  responsibility  to  be 
thus  taken  from  students  and  candidates 
for  the  ministry,  and  assumed  by  mission- 
ary institutions,  the  young  men  in  our  the- 
ological schools  would  seldom  be  found  in 
a  state  of  mind  or  in  circumstances  to  give 
an  affirmative  answer  to  a  "call,"  by  the 
time  their  characters  and  qualifications 
should  have  been  sufficiently  developed  to 
warrant  one.  It  is  found  to  be  better  to 
lay  the  case  before  all,  and  leave  the  re- 
sult to  the  providence  and  grace  of  God. 
Consecration  to  the  foreign  missionary 
work  for  life  involves  a  somewhat  pecu- 
liar experience  of  its  own  ;  and  the  ear- 
lier and  more  thoroughly  that  experience 
is  wrought  in  the  soul,  the  better  is  the 
prospect  of  continuance  and  usefulness  in 
the  work  of  missions. 

The  Committee  have  been  accustomed, 
generally,  to  wait  for  written  offers  from 
the  candidates  to  go  as  missionaries  under 
the  direction  of  the  Board.  These  are 
usually  made  sometime  before  the  theo- 
logical course  of  studies  is  completed,  and 
are  commonly  preceded  by  personal  con- 
ferences or  an  informal  correspondence 
with  the  Secretaries.  The  offer  is  ac- 
companied by  testimonials  from  pastors, 
instructors  in  colleges  and  seminaries,  and 
others.  If  the  testimony  be  decisive  and 
satisfactory,  the  individual  is  invited  to 
visit  the  Missionary  House  in  Boston. 
This  arrangement  is  found  useful  and  sat- 
isfictory  to  all  parties.  There  is  now,  if 
there  has  not  been  before,  a  free  confer- 
ence with  him  as  to  his  religious  principles 
and  experience,  his  social  relations,  his 
motives  in  choosing  the  njissionary  work, 
his  adaptations  and  preferences  with  re- 
spect to  a  field  of  labor,  and  whatever  else 
is  important  in  determining  the  question  of 
his  appointment  and  designation.  Should 
it  now  appear  to  he  the  candidate's  duty 
not  to  engage  in  a  foreign  mission,  it  is 
generally  easy  to  convince  him  of  the  fact, 
and  his  case  does  not  proceed  to  any  for- 
mal action  on  the  part  of  the  Committee. 
Where  ihe  duty  to  go  is  clear,  an  ap- 
pointment follows.  The  candidate  next 
seeks  ordination,  at  his  discretion,  from 

(To  be  CO 


some  ecclesiastical  body  ;  which  body 
subjects  him  to  as  thorough  an  examina- 
tion as  if  he  were  to  settle  as  a  pastor. 
He  is  not  taken  on  trust  from  the  Board, 
but  his  call  to  the  missionary  work  is 
brought  under  a  renewed  investigation. 

It  is  believed  that  the  missionaries  la- 
boring in  connection  with  this  Board  are 
equal,  as  to  ministerial  qualifications  and 
character,  to  the  body  of  pastors  in  either 
denomination  represented  in  the  Board,  in 
any  one  of  the  States  of  the  Union  ;  and 
this  fact  is  evidently  one  of  great  impor- 
tance, in  an  inquiry  as  to  the  possibility 
of  exerting  a  reasonable  control  over  their 
proceedings. 

2.  Misuionaries  come  voluntarily  under 
sin)ilar  engagements  with  pastors  at  home. 

The  pastor's  engagements  are  made  to 
his  church  and  people,  to  the  body  that 
ordains  him,  and,  through  that  body,  to 
the  churches  ;  in  addition  to  his  solemn 
and  well-understood  vows  to  his  Lord  and 
Master.  The  missionary's  engagements 
are  to  the  Board,  acting  in  the  way  of  a 
general  superintendence  over  his  proceed- 
ings as  a  missionary,  and  to  the  ordaining 
body,  and,  through  those  bodies,  to  the 
community  from  which  he  is  to  derive  his 
support  ;  and  he  also  makes  explicit  vows 
to  his  Divine  Master. 

The  missionary  engages,  on  accepting 
his  appointrnent,  to  conform  to  the  rules 
and  regulations  of  the  Board,  the  nature  of 
which  he  is  supposed  distinctly  to  under- 
stand. He  thus  pledges  himself,  among 
other  things,  to  be  governed  by  the  major- 
ity of  votes  in  his  mission,  in  regard  to  all 
questions  that  arise  in  their  proceedings  ; 
the  proceedings  being  subject  to  the  revis- 
ion of  the  Prudential  Committee.  He 
comes,  moreover,  under  certain  other  dis- 
tinct and  well-understood  pledges  :  — 
(I.)  As  to  his  manner  of  life  ;  which  is 
to  be  one  of  exemplary  piety  and  devotion 
to  his  work.  (2.)  As  to  his  teaching; 
which  must  be  conformed  to  the  evangeli- 
cal doctrines  generally  received  by  the 
churches,  and  set  forth  in  their  well-known 
Confessions  of  Faith.  And  (3.)  As  to  ec- 
clesiastical usages ;  to  which  he  must 
conform  substantially  as  they  prevail  among 
the  churches  operating  through  the  Board. 
He  must  hold  to  a  parity  among  the  cleri- 
cal brethren  of  his  mission.  He  must  hold 
to  the  validity  of  infant  baptism.  He  must 
admit  only  such  to  tlie  Lord's  Supper,  as 
give  credible  evidence  of  faith  in  Christ. 
So  far  as  his  relation  to  the  Board  and  his 
standing  in  the  mission  are  concerned,  he 
is  of  course  not  pledged  to  conform  his 
proceedings  to  any  other  book  of  discipline 
than  the  New  Testament 
itinued.) 
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DEPARTURE    OF  MISSIONARIES. 

The  missionaries  recently  appointed  by 
the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Missionary 
Union,  are  Rev.  Messrs.  Adonirarn  J. 
Bingham,  Henry  L.  Van  Meter,  Calvin  C. 
Moore,  and  Samuel  J.  Smith,  of  the  late 
theological  class  in  Madison  University, 
and  Lyman  Jewett  and  Judson  Benjamin, 
of  the  Newton  Theological  Institution. 
Mr.  Bingham  left  Hamilton  in  September 
for  the  Ojibwa  Mission,  and  arrived  at  St. 
Mary's  Sept.  lllh  ;  Mr.  Smith  sailed  from 
New  York  in  the  Valparaiso  on  the  9th  ult. 
for  the  Siam  Mission  ;  Mr.  Jeweit  and 
wife,  with  Rev.  S.  S.  Day,  sailed  from 
this  city  on  the  10th  ult.  in  the  Bowditch, 
for  the  Teloogoo  Mission  ;  and  on  the  21sl 
ult.  Mr.  Van  Meter,  Mr.  Moore  and  Mr. 
Benjamin,  with  their  wives,  and  with  Mrs. 
Brown  of  the  Assam  Mission,  sailed  from 
this  port  in  the  Cato,  for  the  Arracan  and 
Tavoy  Missions. 

The  early  residence  of  Mr.  Jewett  was 
East  Cambridge,  Mass.,  and  of  Mrs.  Eu- 
phemia  Davis  J.,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.  ; 
of  Mr.  Moore,  Chesterfield,  Mass.,  and 
Mrs.  Laura  C.  Irish  M.,  Livonia,  N.  Y.  ; 
of  Mr.  Van  Meter,  Philadelphia,  and  Mrs. 
Louisa  Hooker  V.,  Rochester,  N.  Y.  ;  of 
Mr.  Benjamin,  Hanover,  la.,  and  Mrs. 
Susan  R.  Stone  B.,  Boston  ;  of  Mr.  Bing- 
ham, St.  Mary's,  Mich.,  and  of  Mr.  Smith, 
Cananore,  Hindostan. 

The  usual  designation  services  were  held 
in  the  meeting-house  of  the  Bowdoin 
Square  church  on  the  evening  of  Lord's 
day,  the  8th  of  October.  The  mission- 
aries were  all  present  excepting  Mr.  Bing- 
ham and  Mr.  Smith,  and  every  part  of 
the  spacious  house  was  densely  filled. 
Scriptures  were  read  and  prayer  offered  by 
Rev.  T.  D.  Anderson,  of  Roxbury  ;  the 
instructions  to  the  missionaries  were  read 
by  the  Foreign  Secretary  ;  the  prayer  of 
consecration  was  offered    by  Rev.  Irah 


Chase,  D.  D.  ;  the  address  to  the  mission- 
aries was  by  Rev.  R.  H.  Neale  ;  the 
address  to  the  congregation  by  Rev.  P. 
Church,  D.  D.  ;  and  the  closing  prayer 
by  Rev.  N.  Colver. 

In  sending  forth  the  above  named  mis- 
sionaries, the  Committee  carry  into  effect 
all  that  they  ventured  to  anticipate  in  the 
way  of  reinforcing  the  missions  when  the 
current  year  opened.  Including  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Devan,*  of  the  Mission  to  France, 
the  number  of  missionaries  and  female  as- 
sistants now  sent,  is  fourteen,  of  whom 
two  are  returned  missionaries  and  one  a  re- 
turned assistant  missionary.  These  are  dis- 
tributed among  the  missions  after  a  careful 
consideration  and  balancing  of  conflicting 
claims,  one  of  the  most  prominent  of 
which  was  the  greatest  apparent  need. 
The  Teloogoo  Mission  is  reinforced  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  instructions  of  the  Board 
of  Managers.  Two  missionaries  are  sent 
to  the  Karens  of  Sandoway  and  Tavoy  ; 
one  to  the  Burmese  of  Arracan  ;  one  to 
the  Siamese  department  of  the  Siam  Mis- 
sion ;  and  one  to  the  Ojibwa  Mission  ;  all 
of  whom  were  in  most  urgent  demand,  and 
for  the  privilege  of  inducting  whom  into 
their  fields  of  labor  we  render  to  God  our 
fervent  thanks. 

But  this  is  only  one  step  in  what  we 
would  hope  is  an  advancing  series.  Other 
necessities  as  pressing  as  any  of  the  above, 
are  still  unsupplied,  and  others  still  are 
opening  upon  us  in  the  sickness  and  death 
of  valued  missionaries.  Since  the  year 
began,  we  have  chronicled  the  death  of  one 
missionary  and  two  female  assistants,  and 
the  temporary,  we  trust  not  permanent, 
withdrawal  of  three  missionaries  and  three 
female  assistants. 


Dr.  Devan  was  married  to  Miss  Emma  E. 
Clark,  late  of  New  York  city,  on  the  7th  of 
September,  at  the  U.  S.  Consulate,  Antwerp, 
Belgium. 


438    Pgho  Karens  of  Maulmain  ;  Baptisms  among  Cherokees ;  Donations.  [Nov. 


The  inquiry  is  forced  upon  us,  Will  the 
Committee  be  empowered  to  carry  into 
effect  the  plans  of  the  coming  year  ?  and 
to  send  at  least  an  equal  number  of  ad- 
ditional missionaries,  besides  supplying  the 
places  made  vacant  by  disease  and  death  ? 
The  present  is  the  time  to  make  this  in- 
quiry. The  manner  of  prosecuting  our 
work  the  coming  year,  and  the  extent  to 
which  the  missions  shall  be  strengthened, 
will  be  determined  substantially  by  the 
results  of  the  ensuing  six  months.  Will 
the  friends  of  missions  attest  their  ap- 
proval of  the  sending  out  of  new  mission- 
aries by  providing  within  the  next  six 
months  for  the  additional  expenditure  which 
such  reinforcements  involve  ?  The  inquiry 
is  as  vital  as  it  is  seasonable.  Whatever 
the  exigencies  of  the  missions  and  the  so- 
licitude of  the  Committee  to  relieve  them, 
and  however  constraining  the  motives  to 
multiply  the  number  of  faithful  mission- 
aries, the  Committee  are  powerless  beyond 
the  limits  determined  by  the  receipts  into 
the  treasury.  If  the  monthly  average  re- 
ceipts of  the  next  six  months  be  #10,000, 
— then  the  missions  can  be  reinforced,  as 
above  contemplated  ;  if  the  average  be 
less,  by  so  much  must  missionaries  be 
withholden.  Will  our  readers  weigh  care- 
fully the  following  statement  of  the  Corres- 
ponding Secretary  for  the  Home  Department. 

*'  The  tirst  half  of  the  present  financial 
year  of  our  Missionary  Union  closed  with 
September.  During  that  time  there  has 
been  paid  into  its  treasury,  in  donations 
and  legacies,  the  sum  of  !^31,924,95  ; — 
showing  a  falling  off  from  the  receipts  in 
the  corresponding  months  of  last  year  of 
$3,403,06. 

The  expenditures  in  the  same  time, 
have  exceeded  those  of  the  corresponding 
months  of  last  year,  by  more  than  $5,000  ; 
and  an  equal  ratio  of  increase,  to  say  the 
least,  must  prevail  through  the  year. 

«'  After  deducting  the  sum  already  re- 
ceived, from  the  whole  amount  of  probable 
expenditures,  and  making  liberal  allowance 
for  the  grants  of  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment and  coordinate  Societies,  a  balance  of 
nearly  sixty  thousand  dollars, — 


about  $10,000  above  the  receipts  of  the 
last  half  of  the  preceding  year, — must  be 
paid  into  the  treasury  in  donations  and 
legacies,  within  the  remaining  six  months, 
to  prevent  an  increase  of  debt,  and  to  save 
the  missions  from  pecuniary  embarrass- 
ment." 


PGHO   KARENS   OF  MA.ULMAIN. 

In  a  letter  dated  Maulmain,  June  19, 
Mr.  Moore  says  : — "  Some  scores  of  Ka- 
rens have  visited  us.  They  appear  very 
kind,  and  express  much  joy  at  the  arrival 
of  a  new  teacher.  A  few  evenings  since, 
sixteen  Pgho  chiefs  called,  but  one  of 
whom  was  a  disciple.  We  had  a  very  in- 
teresting interview  with  them.  They  re- 
marked that  they  had  heard  a  little  about 
the  new  religion,  and  would  love  to  hear 
more  about  it.  When  asked  if  they  would 
become  Christians,  they  replied,  *  We  are 
willing  to  hear  about  Christ, — then  think 
about  it.  We  wish  to  do  what  is  best  for 
ourselves  and  children.'  Our  hearts  were 
much  encouraged.  Think  of  sixteen  hea- 
then chiefs  visiting  their  teacher  volunta- 
rily, and  expressing  a  wish  to  hear  the 
word  of  life  !" 


BAPTISMS   AMONG   THE  CHER0KEE». 

In  a  letter  dated  Cherokee,  Sept.  13, 
Mr.  Jones  says  : — ♦*  I  just  niention,  to  the 
praise  of  our  Redeemer's  grace,  that  we 
have  had  the  pleasure  to  bury  in  baptism 
on  profession  of  their  faith,  since  January 
last,  ninety-six  persons,  including  fourteen 
Creeks.  None  of  these  are  included  in  my 
last  report  to  you." 


DONATIONS 


Received  in  September,  1848. 


Maine. 
Swazey 


York  Asso., 

tr.,  '  104,43 

Saco  Assn.,  I.  S.  Thomp- 
son tr.,  viz.— Kennebunk 
Port,  village  oh.  y,4;i  ; 
Waterboro',  1st  ch. 
16,50;  Parsonfield,  1st 
ch.  5,51  ;  Lemington, 
ch.  10,00;  Cornish,  ch. 
11,75;  do.,  for  African* 
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Miss.,  1,50;  Kennebunk 
and  Lvman,  ch.  9,82 ; 
Alfred,' ch.  8,613  Alfred 
Gore,  ch.  7,23,  80^8 
Cumberland     Asso.,  J. 
Chandler     tr.,     viz. — 
Brunswick,  1st  ch.,  viz. : 
Col.  9,43  ;  Capt.  Stan- 
wood  IO,GO;  iVJr.  Sal- 
field  2,00  ;  A.  Dunning 
1,00;  East  Brunswick, 
ch.    7,87  ;  Lewiston 
Falls,  ch.  9,30;  JNew 
Gloucester,  ch.  23,86  ; 
Auburn,  ch.,  viz.  :  N. 
Briggs  3,00  ;  L  Water- 
man 1,00;  B.  Woodman 
25c.  ;  D.  Briggs  5,00,  72,71 
Hancock    Asso.,  Daniel 
JVlorgan  tr.,  viz. — Ells- 
worth, ch.  7,50 ;  Sedg- 
wick, 1st  ch.,  females, 
20,25,  males  5,00  ;  do., 
North  ch   6,00;  Blue 
Hill,  2d  ch.  5,00;  Han- 
cock,   1st  ch.  10,00; 
Amherst,  ch.  5,40;  Eden 
ch.  18,77;   col.  at  the 
Asso.  i35,46  ;  Sullivan, 
ch.  11,25;   East  Tren- 
ton 14,25;  Trenton,  ist 
ch.  19,50,  158,38 
Bowdoinham  Asso,,  W.  H. 
Prescott  tr.,  viz. — Col, 
12,88;    Hallowell,  ch. 
4,02;  Leeds,  2d  ch.  3,50; 
Litchfield,  Istch.  13,00; 
Green,  ch.3,01;  b'ayette, 
Fem.  M.   Soc.  15,00; 
Readfield,  Mrs,  E.  Lane 
60c.,  51,91 
Kennebec  Asso.,  G.  Pul- 
len    tr.,  viz. —  Water- 
ville.ch.  72,17 ;  Bloom- 
field,  1st  ch.,  mon.  con., 
35,00;  A.  &  P.  Coburn 
10,00;    Elvira  Coburn 
30,00;    Mary  Coburn 
5.00  ;  P.  Coburn  2,00  ; 
Sarah  B.  Coburn  1,00  ; 
Eunice  Duscomb  5,00  ; 
Mary    Steward  10.00; 
Sarah  Fowler  1,00;  Mrs. 
Martha  K.  Cushing  1 ,00,  172,17 
Waldo  Asso.,  Kobie  Frye 
tr.,  viz. — China,  1st  ch. 
23,00;  Frankfort,  2d  ch. 
10,00  ;     Belmont,  ch, 
2,44;  Belfast,  ch.  25,00,  60,44 
Piscataquis  Asso  ,  Rev.  S. 
Adlam  tr.,    viz.  —  Col. 
13,29  ;     Corinna,  ch. 
viz. :    Clarissa  Brown 
50c.  ;    Martha  Young 
2.00  ;  E.  M.  Winches- 
ter 1,00;    B.  P.  Win- 
chester   1,00;  Eliza 
Winchester  25c. ;  S. 
Knowles    1,00;  Juv, 
Soc.  1,75  ;  South  Dover, 
J.  Lambert  3,00  ;  Guil- 
ford, ch.  and  soc.  7,00  ; 
Dexter,    ch.   and  soc. 
13,61  ;  Foxcroftand  Do- 
ver village  10,39 ;  Mon- 
son,  ch,  1 ,00  ;  Foxcroft, 
Mr.  Arnold    and  wife 
1,25  ;  Abbott,  ch.  1,00; 


Mary    Howard    50c.  ; 
Harmony,  ch.  2,00,  60,54 

Oxford  Asso.,  Thayer 

tr.,  viz  —Nancy  Jordon 
1,00;  Norway, ch  2,00; 
Livermore. Istch.  13,00; 
Sumner,  ch.  10,50  ; 
Pans,  ch.  60,70;  col. 
15,90  ;  a  boy  10c.  ; 
Mary  Cummings  25,00 ; 
Sundries  97c.,  129,17 
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(The  above,  with  John 

Mendel's     legacy  of 

,gIOO  and  the  donation 

of  ^10  from  Monson 

ch.,   (entered  below,) 

cons.    Rev  JNathaniel 

Butler,     Rev.  Huf'us 

Jones.     Rev.  Joseph 

Ricker,Rev.  R.  Y.  Wat- 
son, Rev.  Charles  Blan- 

chard.  Rev.  JX.  Milton 

Wood,    Rev.    J.  T. 

Champlin,  Reuben  To- 

zier,    John  Appleton 

L.  M.,  and  one  to  be 

named;    per   Rev.  J. 

Wilson,  agent.) 
Piscataquis  For.  Miss.  Soc,  viz., 

Monson,  ch.  10,00 
East  Thomaston,  ch.,  Samuel 

Libbev  tr.,  36,68 
LitchUeld  and  vicinity  2,00 
Wiscasset,  Fem.  For.  Miss.  Soc, 

Mrs.  Mary  H.  Scott  tr.,  3,50 

New  Hampshire. 

Portsmouth  Asso  ,    Brown 

tr.,  Exeter,ch.  16,13  ;  Newport 
Asso.,  T.J.  Harris  tr.,  viz.— 
Hanover,  ch.,  Dea  Smalley, 
5,00;  Flainfield,  ch.  20.00; 
Claremont,  ch.  25,16;  JNew 
London,  ladies,  to  sup.  a  schol- 
arship at  the  Orphan  Institu- 
tion, Assam,  33,58,  with  13c. 
from  Me.  Convention,  to  cons, 

Kev.  Guilford  L.  M. ;  per 

Rev.  J.  Wilson,  agent,  99,87 

Hinsdale,  Mrs.  Lydia  Parker, 
per  Rev.  O.  Tracy,  agent,  10,00 


942, 


109, 


Vermont. 

Vermont  State  Conv.,Rev.  Wil- 
lard  Kimball  tr.,  viz.— Wind- 
ham Co.  Asso.,  to  cons.  L.  M. 
to  be  named,  130,56;  Wood- 
stock Asso.,  (of  which  25,00  is 
from  Rev.N.  Cudworth,  North 
Springfield,  to  sup.  a  child  in 
Assam  Orphan  Institution,  to 
be  named  Nathaniel  Cud- 
worth— the  balance  for  sup. 
of  Rev.  JN.  Brown,  Assam, 
to  cons.  Rev.  Aaron  Angier 
and  Rev.  Nathaniel  Cudworth 
L.M.,)  245,55;  pulpit  supplies 
and  funeral  services  12,00  ;  per 
Rev.  O.  Tracy,  agent,  38»,l  1 

Wells  River,  Mrs.  Lucy  Lake,  3,00 


391 


Massachusetts. 
Boston,  Charles  St.  ch.,  mon. 
con., 


12,50 


440 


Donations, 


do.,  Tremont  Sab.  sch.,  W.  A. 

Holland  superintendent,  6,75 

do.,  Bovvdoin  Square  ch.,  Board 
of  Benevolent  Operations,  W. 
C.  Reed  tr.,  30,56 

do.,  Harvard  St.  ch.,  to  cons. 

John  Putnam  L.  M.,  100,00 

do.,  "  Come  over  and  help  us," 

for  Hongkong  Mission,  10,00 

Boston  Assoc  ,  S.  G.  Shipley 
tr.,  VIZ. —  West  Acton,  ch. 
20,00;  Littleton,  ch.  31,705 
VVoburn,  ch.,  for  Burman 
bible  17,00,  68,70 

Maiden,  1st  ch.,  Fern.  Miss. 
Soc,  E.  A.  B.  Tufts  tr.,  for 
sup.  of  a  native  Karen  assis't,  50,00 

Beverly,  two  ladies  2,00 

Charlestown,  1st  ch.,  Boardman 
Miss.  Soc,  to  cons.  Joseph 
Goodnow  L.  M.,  100,00 

Taunton  Green,  ch.,   to  cons. 

Job  M.  Leonard  L.  M.,  100,00 

Chesterfield.  Rev.  F.  Bestor,  for 

Burman  Miss.,  2,00 

Weston,  ch.,  Uriah  Gregory  tr.,  2,00 

Mansfield,  ch.,  mon.  con.,  3,00 

Sturbridge,  ch.,  for  sup.  of  a  na- 
tive Karen  assistant,  50,00 

Chelsea,  ch.,  Southworth  Bryant 
tr.,  mon.  con.,  to  cons.  Eben- 
ezer  Currier  L.  M  ,  100,00 

Chelmsford,  Istch..  mon.  con.,  8,02 

Taunton  Asso.,  S.  L.  Krench  tr., 
viz.  —  Rehoboth,  ch.  6,3cj  ; 
JN.  Attleboro',  ch.  18.00:  col. 
at  the  Asso.  21,59,  45,97 

Salem  Asso.,  iMichael  Shepard 
tr.,  viz  — Salisbury  and  Ames- 
bury,  ch.,  to  cons.  Rev.  Isaac 
Sawyer  L.  M.,  100,00;  do.,  for 
Burman  tracts  1,13;  do.,  M.  F. 
Gate  2,00;  Tewksbury,  ch. 
11,33;  do.,  Lewis  Fisher  and 
wife  3,00;  Juv.  Miss.  Soc. 
5,00;  Georgetown,  ch.  13,05  ; 
Ciloucester,  ch.  36.00;  Mar- 
blehead,  ch.  23,00;  Haverhill, 

A.  W  Hammond,  for  sup.  of  a 
native  Burman  assistant.  30,00; 
do.,  2d  ch.  27,-55  ;  North  Read- 
in?  \'J,oO;  Tyngsboro'  3,00; 
Rowley,  ch.  15,70;  Chelms- 
ford, Central  ch.,  mon.  con., 
34,37 ;  Heathen  School  Soc. 
18,00;  Beverly,  Istch.  33,00; 
do., 2d  ch.  30,00;  Danvers,  1st 
ch.  5,00  ;  Salem,  1st  ch.  380,88; 

col.  at  the  Asso.  20,00,  802,51 
Wendell  Asso.,  viz.  —  Sunder- 
land and  Montague,  ch.  5,75  ; 
Athol,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stevens 
4,00;  South  Orange,  two  friends 
1.5i);   Franklin  Co.  Asso.,  J. 

B.  Bardwell  tr.,  (of  which  4,00 
for  Bur.  Miss.,)  45,00;  Stur- 
bridge .\sso.,  L.  Barrett  tr., 
(of  which  6,00  for  Bur.  Miss., 
and  100,00  to  constitute 
Myah-A  L.  M.,)  135,77  ; 
Hampden  Co.  For.  Miss.  Soc, 
E.  C.  Wilson  tr.,  (including 
2,00,  avails  of  jewelry,  from 
Miss  Elizabeth  Lee.)  to  cons. 
L.  M.  to  be  named,  100,00; 

per  Rev.  Oren  Tracy,  agent,  292,02 


1786,03 


Rhode  Island. 

Rhode  Island  State  Convention, 
V".  J.  Bates  tr.,  viz. — Provi- 
dence, Rev.  Allen  Brown,  for 
8up.  of  a  native  assistant, 
25,00  ;  do.,  1st  ch.,  a  lady,  to 
cons.  Mrs.  Joanna  Bates  L.  M., 
100,00;  do.  do.,  a  lady,  to 
cons.  Mrs.  Julia  M .  Talmadge, 
Miss  Anicartha  Miller  and 
Miss  Mary  Hathaway  L.  M., 
300,00;  do.,  3d  ch.,  A.  G.  Stil- 
well  tr.,  to  cons.  Wm.  C.  Bar- 
ker L.  M.,  100,00;  Warren, 
ch.,  mon.  con.,  17,57;  Fruit 
Hill,  ch.,  B.  A.  Whipple  tr., 
mon.  con.,  6,75;  Cumberland 
Hill,  ch.  5,00;  Central  Falls,  a 
lady  1 ,00, 

Connecticut. 
Southington,  ch.  3,71 
Connecticut  State  Convention, 

W.  Griswold  tr.,    per  Rev. 

Oren  Tracy,  agent,  17,86 


Pennsylvania. 
Philadelphia,  James  M.  Linnard, 
to  cons.  Thomas  H.  Maghee 
L.  M.,  102,00;  Northumber- 
land Asso.,  Dennis  Wolverton 
tr.,  56,03;  per  Rev.  G.  S. 
Webb,  agent, 

District  of  Columbia. 
Washington,     Mrs.  Elizabeth 


555,32 


21,57 


Gale 


158.03 


50,00 


Ohio. 


Russell,  ch.,  for  Arracan  Miss., 
7,23  ;  Little  Mount,  ch.,  for 
Burman  Miss  ,  2,37;  Paines- 
ville,  ch.,  fordo.,  1,65;  Dea. 
Wilson,  for  do.,  1,00;  H. 
Brown,  for  China  Miss.,  2,00  ; 
Canaan  Centre,  ch.  3,50 ;  Mau- 
mee  Asso.  16,95  ;  Mount  Ver- 
non Asso.  40,43  ;  Lorain 
Asso.,  P.  Shepard  tr.,  30,38; 
do.,  col.  9.52;  Willington,  ch. 
50c.;  Avon,  Young  Ladies' 
Soc.  2,61  ;  do..  Senior  Ladies' 
Soc.  9,10;  Mr.  Woolverton 
5,00;  Mrs.  Buckley  1,00;  Hu- 
ron Asso.  19,62;  Norvvalk, 
ch  ,  mon.  con.,  28,78;  Mrs. 
Abbott  38c.;  New  London, 
ch.  2,53;  Ripley,  ch.  3,00; 
Clarkesville,  ch.  5,88  ;  J.  J. 
Cobb  10,00,  to  cons.  Rev.  John 
Kelly  and  Rev.  Aaron  D.  Ab- 
bott L.  M.;  per  Rev,  S.  B. 
Webster, 

Indian  Territory, 
John  T.  Jones  6,00;  Mrs.  Jane 
K.  Jones  5,00, 


Legacy, 

Fairfield,  Me.,  John  Mendel, 
Reuben  Tozier  executor,  per 
Rev.  J.  Wilson,  agent, 


203,43 


11,00 

228,67 


100,00 


^4328,67 

'  Total  from  April  I  to  Sept.  30,  ^31,924,96. 


